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PREFACE. 


THERE  IS,  in  our  ancient  Borough  of  Helston,  a 
very  real  demand  for  some  book  dealing  with  the 
various  aspects  of  our  past  history.  As  far  as  I  know, 
no  book  has  previously  been  written  that  treats  of 
Helstori  exclusively,  and  if  this  little  pamphlet  succeeds 
in  some  small  measure  in  filling  this  vacancy,  it  will  have  served 
its  purpose. 

In  no  sense  does  it  pretend  to  be  a  treatise  on  the  subject ; 
it  is  rather  a  kind  of  summary,  setting  out  a  few  simple  facts 
about  our  town,  and  some  aspects  of  its  life,  that  should  appeal 
to  all  who  have  imbibed  the  truly  civic  spirit.  The  roots  of  the 
present  lie  in  the  past,  and  no  one  is  able  to  appreciate  the 
significance  of  the  trend  of  events  in  our  modern  life,  unless  he 
has  some  knowledge  of  what  has  gone  before.  It  has  truly  been 
stated  that  it  is  by  study  that  we  become  contemporaries  of  every 
age  and  citizens  of  the  world.  And  so  it  has  seemed  well  to  set 
on  record  some  few  facts  in  the  history  of  our  Borough. 

I  have  received  help  from  many  sources.  I  wish  to  express 
my  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  my  friend,  Alderman  T.  C,  Reed, 
J.I'.,  formerly  Mayor  of  Launceston,  lor  much   help  of  a    general 

chara<  ter.  I  also  desire  to  thank  the  Rev.  Sir  Hender  Molesworth 
St.  Aubyn,  Bart.,  .1.1'.,  for  information  relating  to  the  Grammar 
School,  and  the  Rev.  W.  M.  II.  Milner,  M.A.,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Wakeham,  J. P.  for  information  concerning  St.  Michael's  Church. 


I  am  very  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Walker  Tyacke,  Town 
Clerk,  for  access  to  the  Borough  Records,  and  to  Mr.  Wesley 
Moyle  for  all  his  help  in  connection  with  the  same.  I  must  also 
thank  Mr.  R.  S.  Haydon,  M.A.,  for  much  valuable  assistance  with 
the  translations  throughout  the  book.  For  most  of  the  Mis- 
cellaneous Items,  I  am  indebted  to  my  former  teacher,  Mrs. 
Banfield,  of  Ivy  Bank  School,  to  Mr.  John  Gill,  F.C.S.,  our 
leading  mineralogist,  and  to  Miss  Russell,  now  of  St.  Austell. 
In  times  of  difficulty,  too,  I  have  consulted  Penaluna's  "  Circle  of 
Cornwall"  (1819),  and  "The  Parochial  History  of  Cornwall'' 
(1868),  a  work  especially  strong  on  ecclesiastical  matters,  kindly 
lent  me  from  the  library  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Cunnack. 

The  kindness  of  the  publishers  of  "  Doidge's  Annual," 
Messrs.  Hoyton  &  Cole,  of  Plymouth,  in  lending  blocks  has  made 
the  insertion  of  illustrations  possible. 

There  are  also  many  others  to  whom  I  owe  most  hearty 
thanks  for  valuable  suggestions  and  criticisms. 


H.    SPENCER    TOY. 


Bank  House,  Helston, 

December  28th,  1912. 


30 
3i 


CONTENTS. 

Page. 

The  Charters         ...               ...  ...  ...               7 

Parliamentary  Representation  ...  ...  19 

The  Municipal  Insignia         ...  ...  ...  23 

List  of  Mayors        ...               ...  ...  ...  28 

List  of  Recorders 

List  of  Freemen 

List  of  Town  Clerks            ...  ...  ...  34 

List  of  Clerks  of  the  Peace  ...  ...  35 

The  Town  Council,  1912-13  ...  ...  ...  35 

The  Commissions  of  the  Peace  ...  ...  36 

Public  Buildings  and  Monuments  ...  ...  40 

St.  Michael's  Church             ...  ...  ...  43 

The  Helston  Grammar  School  ...  ...  50 

The  Trevenen  Exhibition      ...  ...  ...  56 

The  Loe  Valley     ...               ...  ...  ...  59 

The  Borough   Lands               ...  ...  ...  61 

The  Eighth  of  May                ...  ...  ...  64 

Miscellaneous  Items              ...  ...  ...  67 

Index        ...               ...               ...  •••  •••  73 


The  Ancient  Borough  of  Helston 


THE     CHARTERS. 


T 


H  E  Ancient  Borough  of  Helston  has  been  granted  no 
less  than  sixteen  charters  from  time  to  time.  In  the 
time  of  Alfred  the  Great,  "the  whole  hundred  of 
Kerryer  was  in  chief  dominated  from  it,  so  that  I  make 
no  doubt  that  this  was  a  privileged  place  before  the 
Norman  Conquest."  In  the  Domesday  Roll,  20  William  I.  1807, 
it  was  taxed  under  the  name  Henliston.  "  Moreover  Brooke,  York 
Herald,  tells  us,  temp.  James  I.  in  the  Catalogue  of  Cornish  Earls, 
that  the  privileges  of  this  town  or  manor  were  concerted  into  a 
charter,  and  incorporated  by  Richard  Plantagenet,  Earl  of 
Cornwall,  third  son  of  King  Henry  II,  surnamed  Cur-lyon,  from 
his  lion-like  heart,  in  the  name  of  Helleston,  as  appeared  from 
the  charter,  which  he  had  then  in  his  custody,  to  the  seal  whereof 
was  affixed  a  lion  rampant.'1 

As  far  as  is  known,  however,  the  oldest  charter  now 
existing  is  the  one  granted  by  King  John  in  the  year  [200.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  this  charter,  abbreviations  being  written 
out  in  lull  :  — 

"Johannes  Dei  Gratia  Rex  Angliae,  Dominus  Hiberniae, 
Dux  Normanniae  et  Aquitaniae,  Comes  Andegaviae 
Archiepiscopis,Episcopis,Abbatibus,Comitibus,Baronibus, 
Justiciariis,  Vice-Comitibus  et  omnibus  Ballivis et  fidelibus 
suis  Salutem. 


Sciatis  nos  concessisse  et  pfaesenti  Carta  nostra 
confirmasse  quod  Burgus  noster  de  Helleston  sit  liber 
Burgus  et  quod  Burgenses  nostri  de  eadem  villa  habeant 
Gildam  Mercatoriam  et  quietaneiam  per  totam  terrain 
nostram  de  Theolonia  Pontagio  Passagio  Stallagio 
Lestagio  et  Sollagio  salvis  in  omnibus  libertatibus 
Civitatis    London. 

Concedimus  etiam  eis  quod  non  placitent  nisi  infra 
Burgum  suum  de  rebus  vel  tenuris  pertinentibus  ad  villani 
suam  praeter  quam  de  placitis  ad  coronam  nostram 
pertinentibus  et  placitis  de  terris  forinsecis. 

Volumus  etiam  quod  habeant  omnes  alias  libertates  et 
liberas  consuetudines  quas  habuerunt  Burgenses  nostri  de 
Castelli  de  Lanstaveton  tempore  Regis  Henrici  Patris 
nostri,  Ita  quod  nullus  Burgensium  praedictorum  nisi 
residens  fueritin  praedicta  villa  de  Helleston  has  habebit 
libertates. 

Hiis  testibus  W.  Comite  Sarum,  W.  Briwer,  Roberti  de 
Turnham,  Roberti  de  Tresgos,  Sim.  de  Pateshull, 
Radulpho  de  Stok,  Eustachio  de  Faruberge. 

Data  per  manum  S.  Wcllensis  Archidiaconi  apud 
Craneburgum  decimo  quinto  die  Aprilis,  Anno  Regni 
nostri  secundo." 

In   modern  English,  this  would  read  as    follows  :  — 

"John,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Lord  of 
Ireland,  Luke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  Count  of 
Anjou,  to  tin1  Archbishops,  Bishops,  Abbots,  Counts, 
Barons,  Justiciars,  Sheriffs,    and    all    Bailiffs,    and  to  his 

faithful   subjects,  greeting. 


KNOW  YE,  that  we  have  granted  and  have  confirmed 
by  our  present  charter  that  our  Borough  of  Helleston  is  to 
be  a  free  borough,  and  our  burgesses  of  the  same  town 
shall  have  a  merchant-guild  and  quittance  through  all  our 
land  free  from  Toll,  Bridge-dues,  Passenger-tax,  Stallage 
(i.e.  payment  for  having  a  stall  in  the  market),  Lestage 
(i.e.  custom  exacted  on  a  ship's  lading),  and  Soilage  (i.e. 
tax  claimed  by  the  lord  of  the  soil,  by  way  of  ground  rent), 
saving  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  City  of  London  in  all 
respects. 

We  grant  also  that  they  shall  not  have  to  plead  (in  a 
law-court),  except  within  their  borough,  about  matters  or 
tenures  belonging  to  their  town,  except  in  pleas  of  the 
Crown  (i.e.  matters  dealt  with  by  the  royal  courts)  and 
law-suits  about  outside  lands  (probably  foreign,  i.e.  outside 
the  town,  for  all  outside  the  town  were  '  foreigners  ' :  ideas 
were  not  yet  national). 

We  will,  also,  that  they  should  have  all  other  liberties 
and  free  customs  which  the  burgesses  of  our  castle  of 
Launceston  had  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  our  father.  So 
that  none  of  the  aforesaid  burgesses,  unless  he  shall  be 
resident  in  the  aforesaid  town  of  Helleston,  shall  have 
these  liberties. 

These  are  the  witnesses: — William,  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
William  Briwer,  Robert  de  Turnham,  Robert  de  Tresgos 
[Is  this  Tregoose  or  Tresco?  ],  Simon  de  Pateshull,  Radulph 
de  Stoke,  Eustace  de  Fauconberg. 

Given  by  the  hand  of  Simon,  Archdeacon  of  Wells  at 
Cranborough  (or  Cranbrook)  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April 
in  the  second  year  of  our  reign." 


10 

Three  days  later  there  was  issued  an  additional  charter, 
the  translation  of  which  is  as  follows  : — ■ 

"  Letters  Patent  to  the  Burgesses#of  Helleston. 
John,  by  the  grace  of  God,  etc. 

KNOW  YE  that  we  have  granted  and  by  this  present 
writing  of  ours  have  confirmed  to  our  burgesses  of 
Helleston  that  the  town  of  Helleston,  with  the  meadows* 
shall  be  had  and  held  at  fee-farm  by  the  old  farm  (i.e.  by 
the  former  amount),  and  by  an  increase  of  £\  sterling  so 
long  as  they  serve  us  well  and  faithfully  and  pay  their 
farm  (i.e.  payment  to  the  exchequer  in  composition  for  all 
dues)  by  paying  by  their  hand  to  two  (officials)  of  our 
exchequer,  viz.,  one  half  at  Easter  and  the  other  half  at 
Michaelmas. 

And  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  increase  shall  be  such  as 
is  the  farm    (i.e.  of  the  same  kind,  probably). 

Witness: — Simon  de  Pateshnll,  at  Dorchester,  April 
iSth." 

The  Dorchester  is  probably  not  the  town  in  Dorset,  but 
that  near  Oxford,  and  noted  for  its  abbey. 

These  documents  bear  the  respective  headings  "  2  John  M  4" 
and  "  2  John  M  5."  The  figure  2  stands  for  the  second  year  of 
John's  reign,  i.e.  for  the  year  1200.  The  letter  M  stands  for 
'membrane'  or  'parchment.' 

By  a  third  charter  dated  at  Launceston  on  January  6th, 
1201,  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  John  gave  the  people  of  Helston 
some  mills   just  outside  the  town,  and    the    right    of    building 

*  'Cumpratis'   =   'with  the  meadows,'  the  manuscript  is  a  little  uncertain. 
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others  on  the  '  town  waters,'  i.e.  the  Cober.       He  also  gave  them 
thirty-three  acres  of  land  for  the  annual  rent  of  £"13  :  6  :  8. 

King  Edward  I  made  Helston  one  of  four  coinage  towns 
in  the  West.  This  was  done  by  his  Charter  to  the  Tinners  of 
Helleston.  A  survival  of  this  is  still  to  be  found  in  the  name  of 
the  main  street,  Coinage  Hall  Street.  [The  old  coinage  hall 
probably  stood  in  Coinage  Hall  Street  near  the  spot  occupied  by 
the  Grammar  School,  see  later.  This,  of  course,  was  more 
recent.] 

In  1336,  King  Edward  III  granted  a  Charter  confirming 
all  previous  privileges,  and  giving  the  additional  privilege  of 
holding  a  weekly  market  and  four  annual  fairs.  Each  of  these 
fairs  was  to  last  for  three  days,  and  they  were  to  be  held  at  the 
festival  of  S.S.  Simon  and  Jude  ;  Palm  Sunday  ;  the  festival  of 
S.S.  Cvric  and  Juliet ;  and  the  decollation  of  S.  John  the  Baptist. 
In  the  "Parochial  History  of  Cornwall,"  it  is  stated  that  these 
and  other  fairs 'are  now  (1868)  held  on  January  22nd  ;  the  day 
before  Midlent  Sunday  ;  Whitsun  Monday  ;  July  20  ;  September 
9  ;    and  on  the  festival  of  S.S.  Simon  and  Jude,'  (Oct.  28). 

In  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  King  Richard  II  granted  a 
Charter  dated  at  Launceston  on  June  7th,  1379.  In  this  Charter 
the  Borough  and  its  appurtenances  are  described  in  the  following 
way  :  — 

"WE  have  granted  unto  them,  for  us  and  our  heirs, 
their  Village  with  their  appurtenances  ;  and  with  the  Mill 
without  the  Village  ;  and  with  the  Water  of  the  River 
Cober  running  to  the  same  Mill  ;  and  with  all  the 
Easements  of  the  same  Water,  if  to  thorn  it  shall  seem 
expedient,  without  the  hurt  of  any  other  as  is  aforesaid; 
and  with  Three  and  Thirty  Acres  of  hand  Unmised  in  the 
same  Village  of  our  Villenage  of  Odo,  the  m mi   oJ    Fraco, 


sometime  Farmer  of  Helleston,  To  Have  and  To  Hold  at 
Fee-Farm,  of  us  and  our  Heirs,  to  them  and  their  Heirs, 
for  which  they  shall  render  to  us  and  our  Heirs  by  their 
Hands  the  yearly  sum  of  Twelve  Pounds  of  Silver  Money, 
at  two  terms  of  the  year,  namely,  Six  Pounds  at  Easter 
and  Six  Pounds  at  the  Feast  of  Saint  Michael. 

Also  We  grant  to  them  our  Meadow  under  that  Village 
of  Helleston,  To  Have  and  To  Hold  of  us  and  our  Heirs, 
to  them  and  their  Heirs,  for  the  Yearly  Rent  of  Six  and 
Twenty  shillings  and  eight  pence,  to  be  rendered  to  us 
and  our  Heirs  at  two  terms  of  the  year,  namely,  thirteen 
shillings  and  fourpence  at  Easter,  and  thirteen  shillings 
and  fourpence  at  the  Feast  of  Saint  Michael. 

Wherefore  We  Will  and  firmly  Command  that  the 
aforesaid  Burgesses  and  their  Heirs  shall  Have  and  Hold 
the  aforesaid  Village  with  the  appurtenances  at  Fee-Farm 
well,  in  Peace,  Freely,  Quietly,  and  Wholly,  with  the  said 
Mill  and  all  other  Liberties  and  free  Customs  used  and 
accustomed  to  their  Free  Borough  and  to  the  aforesaid 
Mill  belonging  as  it  is  aforesaid." 

A  much  bigger  Charter  was  granted  to  the  Burgesses  of 
Helston  by  Queen  Elizabeth  on  January  26th,  in  the  year  1584, 
and  this  was  the  one  appealed  to  in  all  cases  of  doubt  or 
difficulty.  The  borough  was  formally  incorporated  under  the 
name  Helleston,  and  its  government  was  vested  in  a  mayor,  four 
aldermen,  recorder,  town  clerk,  and  twenty-four  freemen.  From 
this  charter  it  seems  that  a  market  house,  probably  the  predecessor 
of  the  present  one,  was  erected  just  before  the  year  1584, 

"  The  Borough  and  Village  of  Helleston,  with  one 
Market  House  lately  built  there  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
same  Village." 
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In  this  charter,  too,  Peter  Collyns  was  appointed  "  the  first  and 
modern  Mayor." 

By  the  charter  of  King  Charles  I,  dated  at  Westminster  on 
February  8th,  1640,  this  was  all  confirmed,  and  new  powers  and 
privileges,  were  granted  to  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the 
Borough  Among  them  was  the  privilege  that  the  Mayor  and 
the  Recorder  for  the  time  being  were  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace 
within  the  Borough  during  their  period  of  office,  as  was  also  the 
Ex-Mayor  "for  one  whole  year  after  the  expiration  of  his 
Mayoralty."  These  Justices,  or  any  two  of  them,  the  Mayor 
being  one,  were  to  have  "full  power  and  authority  within  the 

said  Borough to  do  and  execute  everything  belonging 

or  relating  to  the  office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  that  in  as 
ample  manner  and  form  as  any  other  Keepers  or  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  any  County  of  the  Kingdom  of  England." 

The  largest  and  last  charter  was  granted  by  George  III 
from  Westminster  on  September  3rd,  1774,  f°r  "the  said 
Corporation  is  now  in  danger  of  being  dissolved  and  is  incapable 
of  continuing  itself." 

Tli is  charter  ordained  that 

"the  said  Borough  of  Helleston  shall  be  and  remain,  for 
ever  hereafter,  a  free  Borough  of  itself,  and  that  the 
Burgesses  of  the  same  Borough,  by  whatsoever  name  or 
names  of  Incorporation  they  have  heretofore  been  incor- 
porated or  called,  shall  and  may,  for  ever  hereafter,  be  one 

Body   Corporate  and   Politic by  the  name   of  the 

Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Helleston 

And,  they  shall  be,  for  ever  hereafter,  persons  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  have,  purchase,  and  possess  Lands, 
Tenements,  etc." 
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The  Mayor  and  Commonalty  were  also  to  have  a  common 
seal,  and  were  given  power  to  break  it  and  make  a  new  one  as 
often  as  necessary. 

This  charter  seems  to  contain  the  first  mention  of  the 
ceremony  known  as  "  beating  the  bounds."  After  setting  out  the 
boundaries  of  the  Borough,  the  charter  proceeds  to  state, 

"  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty 
of  the  said  Borough,  and  this  successors,  to  make 
perambulations  round  the  same,  for  the  better  knowledge 
of  the  Bounds  and  Limits  thereof,  as  often  as  they  shall 
think  proper,  or  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary." 

The  Corporation,  as  defined  in  this  charter,  was  to  consist 

of  a  Mayor,  five  aldermen  (of  whom  the  Mayor  was  to  be  one),  a 

recorder,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen.      The  first  Mayor 

appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  charter  was  Thomas  Glynn 

"our  trust>  and   welbeloved  Thomas  Glynn,  Esquire,  one 

of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough,  to  be  the  first  and 

modern  Mayor  of  the  said  Borough  of  Helleston the 

said  Thomas  Glynn  shall  be  and  continue  Mayor  of  the 
said  Borough  from  henceforth  until  the  Sunday  next 
before  the  Feast  of  Saint  Michael  the  Arch-Angel  now  next 
ensuing,  and  from  thence  until  another  person  shall  be 
duly  elected  and  sworn  into  that  Office,  if  he,  the  said 
Thomas  Glynn,  shall  so  long  live." 

The  first  Recorder  was  Francis,  Lord  Godolphin.  The 
Aldermen  who  were  appointed  were  : — 

"  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  Subjects,  the  said  Thomas 
Glynn,"  (previously  mentioned  as  Mayor),  "and  also  John 
Rogers,  Esquire  ;  William  Pasmore,  Gentleman  ;  John 
Rowe,  Gentleman  ;  and  Richard  Johns,  Gentleman,  being 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough  to  be  the  first  and  modern 
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Aldermen  of  the  said  Borough  of  Helleston,  to  continue  in 
the  same  offices  during  their  several  natural   lives." 

The  Freemen  and  Burgesses  were  : — 

"our  trusty  and  welbeloved  Subjects,  the  said  Thomas 
Glynn  \  John  Williams  ;  the  said  Richard  Johns  ;  Richard 
Johns  the  Elder ;  Thomas  Wills;  Matthew  Wills  ;  Edmund 
John;  Richard  Penhall,  otherwise  Penhale  ;  William 
Rogers  ;  the  said  William  Pasmore  ;  John  May  ;  James 
Millett ;  John  Hoblyn  ;  the  said  John  Rowe  ;  John  Plomer, 
Gentleman;  the  said  John  Rogers;  Thomas  Glynn  the 
Younger;  William  Hill  and  John  Hawkins,  Esquires; 
Thomas  Trevethan,  Clerk;  John  Pasmore,  Clerk;  Edward 
Huthnance  ;  Joseph  Michell  ;  John  Tremayne  ;  James 
Richards  ;  John  Harris  ;  Isaac  Head  ;  John  King  ;  Benedict 
Jane;  Bennet  Pascoe ;  and  William  Skues,  being 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough,  to  be  the  Burgesses  and 
Freemen  of  the  said  Borough,  to  continue  in  the  same 
offices  during  their  respective  natural  lives,  unless  they,  or 
any  or  either  of  them,  shall  in  the  meantime  be  removed 
from  those  offices  for  misgovernment  or  misbehaviour 
therein,  or  for  any  other  reasonable  cause,  by  the  Mayor  or 
his  Deputy  and  .Aldermen  of  the  said  Borough,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  (whereof  We  will  the  said  Mayor  or 
his  Deputy  to  be  one)." 

The    Deputy   Mayor   was  to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
from  the  Aldermen,  and  the  Deputy  Recorder  was  to  be  appointed 

by  the  Recorder,  and  he  must  be  "an  honest  and  lit  man." 

This   Charter  of  George    III   also  contains    the    following 
passages  :  — 

"  There  shall  also  be  in  the  said   Borough  of  Helleston. 

from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter,   two  (  >n 
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or  Sergeants  at  Mace  for  the  execution  of  all  precepts, 
mandates,  judgments,  attachments,  and  all  other  processes 
in  the  same  Borough  to  be  directed  to  them  by  the  Mayor 
and  other  Officers  of  the  said  Borough,  as  the  case  shall 
happen,  or  shall  be  necessary,  and  to  be  chosen  and 
nominated  by  the  Mayor  of  the  said  Borough  for  the 
time  being." 

"The  said  Mayor  and  Commonalty shall  have  a 

Court  of  Record  within  the  said  Borough,  to  be  held  every 
three  weeks  before  the  Mayor  or  his  Deputy,  two  of  the 
Aldermen,  and  the  Recorder  of  the  said  Borough,  or  his 
Deputy,  and  upon  plaint  to  be  levied  in  the  said  Court 
shall  and  may  hold  pleas  of  all  trespasses,  offences,  and 
contempts    committed    or   perpetrated    within    the    said 

Borough and    of    all    debts,    accounts,    agreements, 

deceits,  detentions  of  charters,  writings,  muniments,  and 
chatties,   and  of  all   other  contracts  whatsoever,  arising 

from  whatever  causes  and  things  within  the  Borough 

although  the  said  trespasses,  debts,  accounts,  agreements, 
deceits,  detentions,  or  other  contracts  amount  to,  or  exceed, 
the  sum  or  value  of  forty  shillings.'" 

"  The  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  said  Borough,  and  his 
Deputy,  and  the  Aldermen  of  the  said  Borough  for  the 
time  being,  for  and  during  the  several  and  respective  times 
they  shall  be  and  continue  in  their  said  offices,  shall  and 
may  be  our  Justices,  and  each  of  them  shall  and  may  be  a 
Justice  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  keep  the  peace 

within  the  said  Borough and  the  same  Justices,  01 

two  of  them,  (whereof  the  Mayor  of  the  said  Borough  or 
his  Deputy  for  the  time  being,  We  will  be  one),  may  and 
shall  have  power  and  authority  within  the  said  Borough... 
to  do  and  execute,  all  and  singular,  the  matters  which 
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shall  belong to  the  office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 

that  in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as  any  other  Keepers 
or  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  any  County  in  that  part  of  our 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  called  England." 

The  Magistrates  so  appointed  might,  by  written  order,  send 
any  person  guilty  of  treason,  homicide,  robbery,  or  any  other 
felony,  to  the  "  common  gaol  of  our  County  of  Cornwall." 

In  those  days,  the  Borough  had  its  own  police  force,  and 
in  reference  to  this  we  read  : — 

"The  said  Justices  of  the  Peace shall  and  may  elect 

honest  and  fit  men  to  the  Office  of  Constables  of  the 

said  Borough  ;  and  likewise,  all  other  Officers  and  inferior 
Ministers  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  necessary  or  useful 
in  the  said  Borough." 

Should  anyone  elected  to  any  of  these  offices  decline  that 
honour,  and  refuse  to  serve,  then 

"  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Deputy  Mayor,  Recorder, 
Deputy  Recorder,  and  Aldermen  of  the  said  Borough,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  (whereof  the  Mayor  or  his  Deputy 
We  will  be  one),  to  impose  upon  such  person  such 
moderate  fine as  to  them shall  seem  reasonable." 

The  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  were  to  elect  two  Members 
of  Parliament.  This  section  of  the  charter  provoked  a  bitter 
dispute,  for  a  full  account  of  which  see  page  19. 

The  charter  concludes  with  a  statement  that  the  Mayor 
and  Commonalty  of  Helston  were  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
of  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  Launceston. 
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By  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1835,  the  government 
of  the  Borough  was  vested  in  a  Mayor,  four  Aldermen  and 
twelve  Councillors.  The  Borough  Corporation  is  still  composed 
of  these  officers. 


It 


19 


PARLIAMENTARY    REPRESENTATION. 


IN  THE  "good  old  times,"  Helston  was  an  important 
parliamentary  constituency.  From  1294  to  1832,  it  was 
represented  by  two  members  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
These  members  were  elected  by  a  majority  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  Borough,  the  Mayor  being  the  returning 
officer.  The  writ  was  headed  thus — "  Majori  et  Burgensibus 
Burgi  nostri  de  Helleston  in  Comitatu  Cornubiae,  Salutem.'' 

As  has  been  stated  before,  a  charter  was  granted  in  1774. 
This  permitted  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen,  whereas  hitherto 
the  number  had  been  limited  to  twenty-four.  Clearly  this 
charter  was  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  old  freemen,  as  it  deprived 
them  of  the  privilege  of  electing  the  members  of  parliament,  or 
rather,  it  extended  this  privilege  to  an  indefinite  number  of  other 
people.  Feeling  ran  so  high  on  this  point  that  six  of  the  old 
freemen  determined  to  resist  the  new  charter ;  an  appeal  was 
made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a  committee  of  that  body 
upheld  the  appeal,  and  stated  that  the  right  of  electing  the 
members  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  old  freemen,  notwith- 
standing the  new  charter.  These  six  freemen  were  Alderman 
Richard  Johns,  Richard  Johns  the  Elder,  Matthew  Wills, 
Edmond  John,  Richard  Penhall,  and  William  Rogers. 

This  state  of  things  continued  until  the  original  number 
of  freemen  was  reduced  to  one,  Richard  Penhall,  and  this  one 
man  actually  returned  both  members  of  parliament !  It  was 
generally  recognised  that  this  could  not  continue,  and  so  a  second 
appeal   was  made   to   the   House   of   Commons.     This  time  the 


previous  decision  was  reversed,  and  the  power  of  election  given 
to  the  indefinite  number  of  freeman  allowed  under  the  charter  of 
!774- 

Being  thus  deprived  of  his  power  of  election,  Penhall 
accepted  the  new  charter,  and  took  the  necessary  oaths  on 
March  14th,  1791,  in  connection  with  which  the  following 
extract  appears  in  the  Borough  Records : — 

"  Borough  of  Helleston.  Pursuant  to  due  Notice  given 
by  Thomas  Glynn,  Esquire,  Mayor  of  the  said  Borough  to 
John  Rogers,  Esquire,  John  Hawkins,  Esquire,  the  Rev. 
John  Pasmore,  Clerk,  and  John  Rowe,  Esquire,  Aldermen 
of  the  said  Borough,  An  Assembly  and  Council  was  held 
at  the  Guildhall  of  the  said  Borough  by  the  said  Thomas 
Glynn,  John  Hawkins,  John  Pasmore,  and  John  Rowe  this 
fourteenth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  one,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  and  twelve  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  when  Richard 
Penhall,  otherwise  Penhale,  one  of  the  Burgesses  and 
Freemen  named  in  the  Charter  granted  to  this  Borough 
by  his  present  majesty,  King  George  the  third,  and  being 
an  inhabitant  of  the  same  borough  and  the  only  surviving 
Freeman  of  the  old  Corporation,  and  having  this  day 
agreed  to  and  accepted  the  said  Charter  of  his  said  present 
majesty,  was  duly  admitted  and  sworn  a  Burgess  and 
Freeman  of  this  Borough  under  the  same  charter  before 
the  said  Thomas  Glynn,  Mayor,  and  the  said  John  Hawkins, 
John  Pasmore,  and  John  Rowe,  Aldermen,  (the  said  John 
Rogers  being  absent). 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Mayor  and  Aldermen  present 

have  hereunto  subscribed  their  hands   the  day  and  year 

aforesaid. 

Tho.  Glynn,  Mayor.  J.  Hawkins, 

J.  Rowe,  J.  Pasmore." 
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Then  follow  the  usual  oaths. 

By  the  Reform  Act  of  1832,  Helston  was  deprived  of  one 
of  its  members,  and  by  the  Redistribution  of  Seats  Act,  it  was 
deprived  of  the  other  in  1885.  It  now  forms  part  of  the  Truro- 
Helston  county  division.  The  names  of  its  representatives  are 
well-known  in  the  West  of  England.  Included  among  them  are 
Treworgie,  Trelegan,  Cuswyn,  Gerveys,  Bodman,  Lostwithiel, 
Lanlowen,  Antron,  Bokelly,  Tremblithek,  Helston,  Trcwinnard, 
Kestell,  Trevissa,  Nanfan,  Seneschal,  Bodrigan,  Pengersick,  Tre- 
fedow,  Bodrigy,  Penpons,  Penrose  and  others.  Attorney-General 
Noy,  born  at  St.  Buryan  in  1577,  sat  for  Helston  from  1620  to 
1627.  Various  members  of  the  Godolphin  family  were  frequently 
elected  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  These 
included  Sydney  Godolphin,  the  poet,  second  son  of  Sir  William 
Godolphin,  who  was  born  in  1610  and  killed  at  Chagford  in  1643, 
ami  Sidney  Godolphin,  first  Earl  of  Godolphin,  and  Baron  Helston, 
(born  in  1630)  who  achieved  such  fame  in  the  reigns  of  Charles 
II,  James  II,  William  and  Mary,  and  Anne.  He  has  been 
described  as  the  "greatest  statesman  who  has  ever  come  out  of 
Cornwall."  He  represented  Helston  in  1668,  1679  and  1681.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  some  of  the  members  sat  as  represen- 
tatives for  Helston  and  the  county  town  of  Launceston  at  the 
same  time.  Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  the  parliamentary 
representation  of  the  Borough  was  very  easily  and  satisfactorily 
arranged,  for  the  Duke  of  Leeds  undertook  to  pay  the  whole  of 
the  town  rates  for  the  privilege  of  choosing  the  two  representa- 
tives ! 

A  unique  election  took  place  in  [866,  when  the  Borough 
had  to  return  one  member  only.  The  Conservative  candidate 
was  William  Baliol  Brett,  first  Viscount  Esher,  afterwards 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  while  the  Libera]  candidate  was  named 
Campbell.      The  polling  ceased  at  lour  o'clock.     When  the  votes 
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were  counted,  it  was  found  that  both  candidates  had  received 
exactly  the  same  number,  and  the  Mayor,  Thomas  Rogers,  as 
Returning  Officer,  gave  his  casting  vote  in  favour  of  Campbell. 
Brett  immediately  appealed  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
ground  that  the  Mayor's  casting  vote  should  not  count  in  the 
total,  as  it  was  given  after  polling  had  ceased,  whereas  all  votes 
should  have  been  given  before  four  o'clock.  In  these  unique 
circumstances,  the  House  of  Commons  allowed  both  Campbell 
and  Brett  to  take  their  seats  as  members. 

The  first  Members  of  Parliament  for  our  Ancient  Borough 
were  R.  de  Rosemayn  and  I.de  Kellyhellan,  who  were  elected  in 
the  year  1294. 

The  last  Member  for  Helston  before  it  was  disfranchised 
was  Walter  Molesworth  St.  Aubyn,  brother  of  the  Rev.  Sir 
Hender  Molesworth  St.  Aubyn,  Bart,  of  Clowance. 
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THE     MUNICIPAL     INSIGNIA. 
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H  E  Municipal  Insignia  of  the  Borough  of  Helston 
is  equal  in  value  to  that  of  many  larger  towns.  It 
ronsists  of  : — 


(i.)  The   Mayor's  Robe. 

(2.)  The  Mayor's  Chain. 

(3.)  Two  Golden   Maces. 

(4.)  Two  Constable's  Poles. 

(5.)  An  Armlet. 

(6.)  A  Corporate  Seal. 

There  are  also  robes  and  hats  for  the  Sergeants-at-mace 
and  a  Mayoral  hat  presented  to  the  Borough  by  Alderman  George 
Beringer,  J. P.,  C.A. 

The  Mayor's  robe  is  of  scarlet  cloth,  trimmed  with  sable, 
and  was  made  bv  Ede  and  Ravenscroft,  Chancery  Lane,  London. 

The  Mayor's  chain  is  one  of  the  most  costly,  if  not  the 
most  costly,  in  the  county.  It  consists  of  a  double  and  in  sonic 
parts  treble,  row  of  shields  connected  by  double  scroll  links,  all 
of  gold.  There  are  three  central  badges  vertically  below  one 
another.  The  lowest  consists  of  a  gold  pendant  comprising  two 
miniature  maces  and  a  crown  and  the  borough  arms  beautifully 
wrought  in  enamel,  surrounded  by  the  inscription,  ''Insignia 
communitatis  ville  de  Helleston-burgh."  This  was  given  by 
Mr.  James  Rogers  Pascoe  and  bears  the  words  "Presented  by 
James  Rogers  Pascoe  of  Pyrmont,  Woodford,  Essex,  to  the 
Corporation  of  his  Native  Town,   1894." 


The  one  next  above  this  was  given  by  Mr.  F.  V.  Hill,  as 
its  inscription  shows : — "  Frederick  Vivian  Hill,  J. P.,  C.C., 
Councillor  1868  to  1871,  1872  to  1877;  Alderman  1877;  Mayor 
1872,  1874  to  1878,  1882,  1884  to  1886."  It  consists  of  the 
Cornish  Arms  and  Motto,  "One  and  All." 

The  top  one  is  a  representation  of  the  Royal  Arms,  and 
was  given  by  "  Richard  Skewes  Martyn,  J. P.,  Mayor  1881,  1890, 
1891." 

The  shields  bear  the  monogram  of  the  donor  on  one  side, 
and  his  name  and  other  particulars  on  the  other.  At  present 
there  are  forty  of  these  shields,  given  by,  or  in  memory  of,  the 
following  gentlemen :  (the  undermentioned  inscriptions  being 
copied    from    the    chain)  : — 

William  Bolitho,  Junr.,  High  Sheriff  of  Cornwall,   1895. 
William   Bickford-Smith,    M.P.    for    Truro-Helston     Division 

1885  to  1892. 
Hugh  Rogers,  Mayor  1749  (presented  by  Capt.  Rogers,  R.A.) 
Humphrey  Millett  Grylls,  Mayor  1817,  1822,  1827,  1832. 
Glynn  Grylls,  Mayor  1836,  1838,   1841,   1844,   1850,   1853,   1854 

presented  b>  his  son,  C.  R.  Gerveys  Grylls). 
Matthew  Paul  Moyle,  Mayor  1849  (presented  by  his  daughters, 

Constantia  and  Frances). 

Thomas  Hyne  Edwards,  Mayor  1855,  1856,  1866,  1868. 
Thomas  Phillips  Tyacke,  Mayor  1857,  1861,  1862  (presented  by 

his  sons,  Thomas  and  Joseph  Sidney  Tyacke). 
James  Clarke,   Mayor    1863    to  May,    1864,   (presented   by  his 

son,  Sidney  Clarke). 
William  Trevenen,   J. P.,  Mayor   May,  1864,   Nov.,  1864,   1880, 

1887  to  1889. 
Frederick  Penberthy,  J. P.,  Mayor  1867  (presented  by  his  sister, 

Mrs.  Lanyon,  and  her  four  daughters). 
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Richard    Kirby,    Mayor     1873,    1879    (presented    by    his  son, 

Richard  Kirby). 
William    Dale.   J. P.,   Mayor   1883;   Councillor    1876  to  1892; 

Alderman  1892. 
Albeit  Edward  Ratcliffe,  Mayor  1892,  1893  ;    Councillor  May, 

1892. 
Charles  Courtenay  Hocking,  J. P.,  Mayor  1896,  1897;  Councillor 

1896  to  1898;    Alderman  1900. 
Alexander  Pengilly,  Mayor  1898,  1899;   Councillor  1896. 
George  Beringer,  J. P.,  Mayor  1900,  1901,  1908  ;  Councillor  1891. 
Charles  Lemon  Frazer  Daniell,  J. P.,  Alderman    1877  to  1880; 

Councillor  1870  to  1873. 
James  Woolcock,  Alderman  1873  to  1879;   Councillor  1854  to 

1857  (presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  George  Lanyon). 
Thomas  Taylor,  Councillor  March  1881. 
John  Goldsworthy  Reed,  Councillor  May,  1892. 
Charles  Frederick  Dale,  Councillor  1892. 
Edward  Pownall  Kendall,  J. P.,  Councillor  1874  to  1892. 
William  Woolcock,  Councillor  1852  to   1859  (presented  by  his 

daughter,  E.  P.  Woolcock). 
William  Chappell,  Councillor  1874  to  1880  (presented  by  his 

widow;. 
William    Sleeman,    Councillor    1853    to    1856,    i860    to    1863 

(presented  by  his  son  and  daughters). 
Odger  Eva,  Councillor  1881  to  1890;   Borough  Surveyor  1890. 
Joseph  Walker  Tyacke,  Councillor  1877  to  1892  ;    Town  Clerk 

1892. 
John  James,  Councillor  1892. 
John  Oates  Eva,  Councillor  April   1892. 
John  Michael  Martyn,  Councillor  1887. 
William  Penrose,  J. P.,   Councillor  1865  to  1868,  1869  to  1892, 

1893. 
Frederick  Hill,  Town  Clerk  1834  to  1874  (presented  by  his  son, 

11.  Grylls  Hill). 
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Richard  Cotton,  J. P.,  1893. 

George  James  Cunnack  (Connack),  J. P.,  1893. 

Charles  Hosken,  Borough  Accountant,  1890  to  1892. 

Nicholas  Trevenen   Trengrouse,   Borough   Treasurer,    1857   to 

1888     (presented    by    his    sons,    Henry    and    Richard 

Trengrouse). 
John  D.  Wood,  C.E.,  Helston. 
John  Dale,  Clerk  of  the  Peace,   1869  to  1884  (presented  by  his 

sons,  W.  and  C.  F.  Dale). 
Walter  Wearne,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  1885. 

The  chain  was  purchased  in  1894  at  an  original  cost  of 
about  £260.  It  is  continually  growing  in  size,  for  it  is  an 
unwritten  rule  that  each  Mayor  shall  give  a  shield  of  gold, 
suitably  engraved  on  the  model  of  the  above.  For  convenience, 
however,  these  are  allowed  to  stand  over  until  a  certain  number 
are  due,  and  then  all  are  added  at  the  same  time. 

The  maces  are  made  of  gold,  and  are  carried  by  means  of 
ebony  shafts  of  the  baluster  pattern,  terminating  in  knobs  of 
gold.  "  The  mace  heads,  attached  by  means  of  long  enriched 
hollow  joints  or  sockets,  are  adorned  with  scroll  and  foliaged 
work,  and  medallions  containing  representations  of  St.  Michael 
encountering  the  Dragon,  with  a  fortified  town  in  the  background. 
The  heads  are  finished  with  circlets  and  a  cresting  of  fleurs-de- 
lis  and  crosses,  from  which  spring  the  open  arches  of  the 
crowns."     (Kelly). 

The  maces  bear  the  inscription  "  Godolphin,  1777."  They 
were  presented  to  the  Borough  by  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  who 
was  also  Baron  Helston.  In  1906,  the  Earl  of  Rosebery,  when 
in  Cornwall,  showed  his  interest  in  the  maces  by  making  a 
special  visit  to  Helston  to  see  them. 


The  armlet  is  of  silver,  and  seems  to  have  been  presented 
by  Robert  Cock,  Mayor  of  the  Borough  in  1676.  It  bears  the 
following  inscription  : — "  H.B.,  1676,  Robert  Cock,  Mayor." 

The  Corporation  seal  is  a  representation  of  the  Borough 
Arms,  such  as  may  be  seen  on  the  cover  of  this  book.  The 
inscription  is  "Sigillum  communitatis  ville  de  Helleston-burgh." 
(The  Seal  of  the  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of  Helston). 

The  Constable's  poles  bear  the  name  R.  S.  Martyn, 
1882. 
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LIST    OF    MAYORS. 


1584     Peter  Collyns. 
1676     Robert  Cock. 
1703     Thomas  Cock. 
1 7 18  to  1724  George  Robinson. 
1725     Thomas  Lukey. 


J749 

Hugh 

Kog< 

srs. 

1773 

Thomas  Glynn. 

1774 

John  Rogers. 

I775 

John  Pasmore. 

1776 

John  Rowe. 

1777 

Thomas  Glynn. 

1778 

John  Rogers. 

1779 

John  Hoblyn. 

1780 

John  Rowe. 

1781 

Thomas  Glynn. 

1782 

John  Rogers. 

1783 

John  Rowe. 

1784 

John  Hawkins. 

1785 

John  Rogers. 

1786 

John  Pasmore. 

1787 

Thomas  Glynn. 

1788 

John  Hawkins. 

1789 

John  Pasmore. 

1790 

Thomas  Glynn. 

1791 

John  Rowe. 

1792 

John  Hawkins. 

J793 

John  Pasmore. 

'794 

Richard  Gerveys  Grylls. 

1795 

John  Rowe. 

1796 

John  Hawkins. 

1797 

John  Pasmore. 

1798 

Richard  Gerveys  Grylls. 

1799 

John  Rowe. 

1800 

John  Hawkins  (to  March, 
1 801)  and  John  Pasmore 

1801 

Richard  Gerveys 

Gi 

■ylls 

1802 

John  Rowe. 

1803 

Thomas  Grylls. 

1804 

John  Rogers. 

1805 

John  Trevenen. 

j  806 

Richard  Gerveys  Grylls. 

1807 

Peter  Hill. 

1808 

Thomas  Grylls. 

1809 

John  Rogers. 

1810 

John   Trevenen. 

1811 

Richard  Gerveys 

G 

rylls. 

1812 

Peter  Hill. 

1813 

John  Trevenen. 

1814 

John  Borlase. 

1815 

Isaac  Head. 

1 8 16 

Richard  Gerveys  Grylls. 

1817 

Humphrey  Mille 

tG 

rylls. 

1818 

John  Trevenen. 

1819 

John  Borlase. 

1820 

Isaac  Head. 

1821 

Richard  Gerveys 

G 

•ylls. 

1822 

Humphrey  Millet  Grylls. 
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1825 
1827 
1829 
1831 
1833 
1835 
1837 
1839 
1841 

1843 
1845 

1847 
1849 
1851 
>853 
1855 
'857 

1859 
1861 

1863 

.865 
1867 
1869 
1871 
'873 
'875 
1877 
1879 
1881 
.883 
1885 
1887 


John  Trevenen.  1824 

Isaac  Head.  1826 

Humphrey  Millet  Grylls.  1828 

John  Borlase.  1830 

George  Simon  Borlase.      1832 

James  Plomer.  1834 

George  Simon  Borlase.      1836 

John  Silvester.  1838 

John  Kendall.  1840 

Glynn  Grylls.  1842 

Thomas  Rogers.  1844 

John  Kendall.  1846 

Thomas  Rogers.  1848 

Matthew  Paul  Moyle.        1850 

Thomas  Rogers.  1852 

Glynn  Grylls.  1854 

Thomas  Hyne  Edwards.    1856 

Thomas  Phillips Tyacke.  1858 

John  Kendall.  i860 

Thomas  Phillips  Tyacke.  1862 

James   Clarke    (to   May,  1864 

1 864)  £r William  Trevenen. 

Thomas  Rogers.  1866 

Frederick  Penberthy.  1868 

Henry  Rogers.  1870 

Henry  Rogers.  1872 

Richard  Kirby.  1874 

Frederick  Vivian  Hill.       1870 

Frederick  Vivian  Hill.       1878 

Richard  Kirby.  1880 

Richard  Skewes  Martyn.    1882 

William  Dale.  1884 

Frederick  Vivian  Hill.       1886 

William  Trevenen.  1888 


John  Borlase. 
Richard  Gerveys  Grylls. 
James  Plomer. 
Richard  Gerveys  Grylls. 
Humphrey  Millet  Grylls. 
John  Borlase. 
Glynn  Grylls. 
Glynn  Grylls. 
John  Silvester. 
John  Silvester. 
Glynn  Grylls. 
Francis  James. 
William  Penberthy. 
Glynn  Grylls. 
Thomas  Rogers. 
Glynn  Grylls. 
Thomas  Hyne  Edwards. 
Thomas  Rogers. 
James  Wearne. 
Thomas  Phillips  Tyacke. 
William  Trevenen. 

Thomas  Hyne  Edwards. 
Thomas  Hyne  Edwards, 
Henry  Rogers. 
Frederick  Vivian  11  ill. 
Frederick  Vivian  Hill. 
Frederick  Vivian  Hill. 
Frederick  Vivian  Hill. 
William  'Trevenen. 
Frederick  Vivian  Mill. 
Frederick  Vivian  1 1  ill. 
Frederick  Vivian  1 1  ill. 
William  Trevenen. 
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1889 

William  Trevenen. 

1890 

1891 

Richard  Skewes  Martyn. 

1892 

1893 

Albert  Edward  Ratcliffe. 

1894 

1895 

William  Penrose. 

1896 

1897 

Charles  Courtenay  Hock- 

ing. 

1898 

1899 

Alexander  Pengilly. 

1900 

1901 

George  Beringer. 

1902 

1903 

Richard  Gundry  Rapson. 

1904 

i9°S 

Henry  Toy. 

1906 

1907 

Alfred  Randle  Thomas. 

1908 

1909 

Hedley  Thomas. 

1910 

191 1 

Francis  Henry  Cunnack. 

1912 

Richard  Skewes  Martyn. 
Albert  Edward  Ratcliffe. 
Frederick  Vivian  Hill. 
Charles  Courtenay  Hock- 
ing. 
Alexander  Pengilly. 
George  Beringer. 
Alfred  Randle  Thomas. 
Richard  Gundry  Rapson. 
Henry  Toy. 
George  Beringer. 
Francis  Henry  Cunnack. 
Henry  Toy. 


LIST     OF     RECORDERS. 


September  3rd,  1774. 
June  29th,  1785. 
March  5th,  1832. 
April  24th,  1833. 
January  13th,  1837. 
May  7th,  1857. 


The  Earl  of  Godolphin. 

John  Rogers. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds. 

John  Vivian. 

Thomas  Paynter. 

Edward  William  Cox. 


The    Borough    now    has    no    separate    Court    of    Quarter 
Sessions. 


3* 
LIST    OF    FREEMEN. 


The  dates  are  those  on  which   the   Freemen   were  elected 
to  the  freedom  of  the  Borough. 

September  12th,  1774.     (under  the  new  charter). 

Thomas  Glynn,  Richard  Johns,  Richard  Johns  the  Elder, 
Thomas  Wills,  Matthew  Wills,  Edmond  John,  Richard 
Penhall,  William  Rogers,  William  Pasmore,  John  May, 
James  Millett,  John  Hoblyn,  John  Rowe,  John  Plomer, 
John  Rogers,  Thomas  Glynn  the  Younger,  William  Hill, 
John  Hawkins,  Thomas  Trevethan,  John  Pasmore,  Edward 
Huthnance,  Joseph  Michell,  John  Tremayne,  James  Richards, 
John  Harris,  Isaac  Head,  John  King,  Benedict  Jane,  Bennet 
Pascoe,    William  Skues. 

September  2 3rd,  1786. 

Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  Bart.,  John  Hill,  Richard  Johns,  John 
Trevenen,  William  Hill,  Peter  Hill,  Rev.  Richard  Gerveys 
Grylls,  Rev.  William  Tremayne,  Rev.  Thomas  Robinson, 
Thomas  Grylls,  Richard  Johns  the  Younger,  James  Bruvinnv, 
Thomas  Moore. 

June  23rd,  1791. 

The  Most  Noble  Francis  Osborne,   Duke  of  Leeds. 

September  15th,    ISO  I. 

Rev.  John  Rogers,  Rev.  Thomas  Treveoen,  John  Borlase, 
Charles  Scott,  James  Plomer,  John  Michell,  Richard  Skins. 
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April  26th,  1813. 

Thomas  Wills,  William  Harris,  Jonathan  Passingham, 
William  Robinson  Hill,  Joseph  Lamb  Popham, Thomas  Stabback 
Richard  Gerveys  Grylls,  Junior,  John  Trevenen,  Christopher 
Wallis,  Pearce  Rogers,  Humphrey  Millet  Grylls,  Matthew  Paul 
Moyle,  Henry  Borlase,  John  Borlase,  George  Borlase,  Thomas 
James,  John  Ellis,  Thomas  Gibson,  William  Odger,  John 
Silvester,  John  Lanyon,  William  Bryan. 

May  14th,  1813. 

William  Johns,  Joseph  Roberts,  Edward  Rogers,  Oliver 
Hill,  Charles  Daniell,  Robert  Daniell,  Roger  John,  Richard  John 
Head,  Peter  Hammill,  Senior,  Peter  Hammill,  Junior,  Ralph 
Michell,  James  James,  Francis  James,  Richard  Edmonds,  William 
Thomas  Andrew,  Henry  Penberthy,  Samuel  Lane,  Thomas 
Colliver,  William  Penberthy,  John  Kendall,  John  Colliver, 
Edward  Box,  Ralph  Bartle,  William  Pascoe,  William  Penaluna, 
John  Blake,  John  Martin,  John  Dobb,  William  Coulson,  John 
Paddy,  Richard  Thomas,  James  Julian,  Richard  Bennetts,  John 
Bennetts,  William  Symons,  John  Marshall,  Richard  Gritton, 
Charles  Reed,  Junior,  Joseph  Harry,  James  Hitchens,  John  Kerby, 
Samuel  Peters,  Thomas  Pryor,  Henry  Eustace,  John  Thomas, 
John  Ruby,  John  Johns,  James  James. 

December  4th,  1816. 

Henry  Grylls,   William    Trevenen. 

September  15th,  1817. 

John  Tipp?tt. 

June  12th,  1818. 

Charles  Read  the  Elder,  Richard  Williams,  Richard  John, 
William  Penberthy,   Richard  Andrew. 
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June  13th,  1818. 
Oliver  Matthews,  Thomas  Harry. 

June  18th,  1818. 
Thomas  Johns. 

January  3rd,  1820. 
Hannibal  Sandys. 

January  20th,   1820. 

James  Trevenen,  Arundell  Rogers,  Richard  Skues,  Stephen 
Cocking,  Joseph  Billing,  Francis  Pascoe,  Richard  Edmonds  the 
Younger. 

March  8th,  1820. 

William  Hoskins. 

March   14th,    1820. 

The  Hon.  James  Nugent  Boyle  Bernardo  Townshend, 
commonly  called  Lord  James  Nugent  Boyle  Bernardo  Townshend, 
Harrington  Hudson,  Augustus  Passingham,  Rev.  James  Lane, 
John  Borlase  the  Younger,  William  Cade,  William  Harry,  Peter 
Best. 

March   16th,  1822. 

William  Grylls,  Glynn  Grylls,  Thomas  Michell. 

January  19th,    1824. 
Thomas  John  Trevenen,  Thomas  Grylls. 

December  3rd,    7825. 
Sir  Richard  Rawlinson  Vyvyan,  Bart. 
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June   14th,    1826. 

The  Right  Hon.  Francis  Godolphin  D'Arcy  Osborne, 
commonly  called  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen. 

July   3ht,    1S30. 

Sir  Samuel  John  Brooke  Pechell,  Bart. 

In  1835,  the  old  Freedom  of  the  Borough  of  Helston  was 
abolished,  and  all  who  were  subsequently  admitted  to  the  new 
Freedom  were  merely  Honorary  Freemen,  and  had  no  longer  the 
privileges  of  electing  the  Members  of  Parliament,  etc.,  etc., 
formerly  enjoyed  by  Freemen.  Only  three  Freemen  have  been 
admitted  since  1830,  a  list  being  set  out  below: — 

May   8th,    1907. 

Sir  William  Purdie  Treloar,  then  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

November   9th,    1907. 

Sir  Edwin  Durning-Lawrence,  Bart.,  B.A.,  LL.B. 
George  James  Cunnack. 


LIST    OF    TOWN    CLERKS. 


1774  John  Plomer. 

1787  Thomas  Grylls. 

1801  John  Borlase. 

1813  James  Plomer. 

1825  William  Trevenen. 


1826  Glynn  Grylls. 

1834  Frederick  Hill. 

1874  John  Gilbert  Plomer. 

1892  Joseph  Walker  Tyacke. 
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LIST   OF   CLERKS   OF  THE    PEACE. 

1836     Arundell    Rogers.  1884     Henry  Montague  Rogers. 

1869     John  Dale. 


THE   TOWN    COUNCIL,    1912-13. 

Mayor — Henry   Toy,  J. P. 

Aldermen  : — 

Retire  1913  :  Retire  1916  : 

George  Beringer,  J. P.,  C.A.         Thomas  Taylor. 
John  James,  J. P.  Richard  Gundry  Rapson,  J. P. 

Councillors  : — 
Retire    1913  : 
J.  B.   Martin,    T.   Heynes,    T.  H.  Richards,    11.   Haynes. 

Retire    1914  : 
A.  R.  Thomas,  J. P.,    F.  II.  Cunnack,  J.  M.  Rosewarne,  W.  Hall. 

Retire    1915  : 
Henry  Toy,  J. P.,    E.  B.  Eva,   A.  C.  Cade,    Medley  Thomas. 

Toivn  Clerk  : — Joseph  Walker   Tyacke. 
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THE   COMMISSIONS   OF  THE    PEACE. 


T 


H  E  Borough  of  Helston  has  a  separate  Commission  of 
the  Peace.  Much  information  respecting  the  Justices 
entitled  to  act  in  the  Borough  is  given  incidentally  in 
the  section  devoted  to  the  charters. 


Helston  was  given  a  Commission  of  the  Peace  under  the 
Great  Seal  bearing  the  date  February  gth,  1849.  In  this  Glynn 
Grylls,  John  Kendall  and  Matthew  Paul  Movie  were  appointed 
by  name  to  act  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Borough  of 
Helston. 

A  new  Commission  was  granted  on  March  1st,  1877,  in 
the  following  form  :  — 

"Victoria,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen  ;  Defender  of  the 
Faith  ;  To  the  Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  Helston,  now  and 
for  the  time  being,  and  the  persons  named  in  the  Schedule 
hereto,  Greeting  :  Know  ye  that  We  have  assigned  you 
and  every  of  you,  jointly  and  severally,  our  Justices  to 
keep  Our  Peace  in  and  through  the  said  Borough  of 
Helston  ;  and  to  keep  and  cause  to  be  kept  all  Ordinances 
and  Statutes  made  for  the  good  of  Our  Peace,  and  for  the 
conservation  of  the  same  ;  and  for  the  quiet  rule  and 
government  of  Our  People  in  all  and  every  the  articles 
thereof  in  the  said  Borough  according  to  the  Form  and 
Effect  of  the  same  ;  and  to  chastise  and  punish  all  persons 
that  offend  against  the  form  of  those  Ordinances  or  Statutes, 
or  any  one  of  them  in  the  aforesaid  Borough,  as  it  ought 
to  be  done  according  to  the  form  of  those  Ordinances 
and  Statutes  ;  and  to  cause  to  come  before  you,  or  any 
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one  of  you,  all  those  who,  to  any  one  or  more  of  Our 
People  concerning  their  Bodies,  or  the  Firing  of  their 
houses,  have  used  threats,  to  find  sufficient  security  for  the 
Peace  or  their  good  behaviour  towards  Us  and  Our 
People,  and  if  they  shall  refuse  to  find  such  security,  then 
them,  in  Our  Prisons  until  they  shall  find  such  security,  to 
cause  to  be  safely  kept. 

And  therefore  We  Command  you  that  you  diligently 
apply  yourselves  to  the  keeping  Our  Peace,  Ordinances, 
Statutes,  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises,  and 
perform  and  fulfil  the  same  in  form  aforesaid,  doing 
therein  what  to  Justice  appertains,  according  to  the  Laws 
and  Customs  of  England." 

The  Magistrates  who  are  at  present  (1912)  entitled  to  act 
in  and  for  the  Borough  of  Helston  are  set  out  below,  the  dates 
referring  to  their  appointment,  and  consequently  to  their  order  of 
seniority  :  — 

The  Mayor  (Chairman). 

The  Ex- Mayor. 
Dec.  30th,  1890  Edward  Pownall  Kendall. 

Dec.  21st,   1899  John  Michael  Martyn. 

Dec.  21st,  1899  Alfred  Randle  Thomas. 

June  23rd,  1905  John  James,  (Bank  Manager). 

June  23rd,  1905  Richard  Gundry  Rapson. 

June  23rd,  1905  Charles  Wakeham. 

May  18th,  1907  George  Beringer,  C.A. 

May  18th,  1907  John  James,  (Postmaster). 

The  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Cornwall  held  at 
Helston  is  also  entitled  to  sit  as  a  Borough  Magistrate,  as 
long  as  he  holds  that  office.  The  Count)-  Magistrates  may  also 
sit  on  the  Borough  Bench,  sec  below. 
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The  Clerk  to  the  Borough  Magistrates  is  Henry  Montague 
Rogers. 


Helston  is  also  the  centre  of  the  West  Kirrier  Petty 
Sessional  Division  of  the  County  of  Cornwall,  and  the  County 
Magistrates  acting  in  and  for  this  Division  sit  at  the  Guildhall. 
The  parishes  contained  in  the  West  Kirrier  Division  are  Breage, 
Cury,  Germoe,  Grade,  Gunwalloe,  Landewednack,  Manaccan, 
Mawgan-in-Meneage,  Mullion,  Ruan  Major,  Ruan  Minor,  St. 
Anthony,  St.  Keverne,  St.  Martin-in-Meneage,  Sithney  and 
Wendron. 

The  County  Bench,  which  meets  in  Petty  Sessions  on  the 
third  Wednesday  in  each  month,  is  composed  of  the  under- 
mentioned Justices,  the  dates  of  appointment  determining  the 
order  of  seniority  : — 

Jan.  4th,  188 1  The  Rev.  Sir  Vyell  Donnithorne  Vyvyan,  Bart. 

(Chairman). 
Dec.  31st,  1872       Colonel  Sir  Arthur  Pendarves  Vivian,  K.C.B. 

Feb.  3rd,  1885  Capt.  John  Peverell  Rogers,  R.A. 

April  7th,  1 89 1  Richard  Gundry  Rows,  C.A. 

April  7th,  1896  Percival  Dacres  Williams. 

June  30th,  1903  Hugh  Molesworth  St.  Aubyn,  B.A. 

Jan.  1st,  1907  Edward  Pownall  Kendall. 

April  9th,  1907  Henry  Toy. 

Oct.  27th,   1908  Sidney  Hendy. 

Oct.  19th,  1909  Colonel  Courtenay  Bouchier  Vyvyan,  C.B. 

Jan.  2nd,  191 2  John  Thomas. 

The  Mayor  of  Helston  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Helston 
Rural  District  Council  are  ex-officio  Magistrates  during  their 
year  of  office. 
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The  Clerk  to  the  County  Magistrates  is  Joseph  Walker 
Tyacke. 

By  the  "  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882,"  s.  154  (1),  the 
above-named  County  Justices  have  jurisdiction  in  and  for  the 
Borough  of  Helston  as  fully  as  they  have  in  and  for  the  County, 
since  the  Borough  has  not  a  separate  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 
By  courtesy,  however,  this  privilege  is  not  usually  exercised. 
[For  further  information  on  this  interesting  point,  see  Stone, 
p.  581,  Ed.  1907,  or  Ency.  Brit.,  Vol.  30.,  p.  313,  Tenth  Ed.] 


Helston  is  also  the  head  of  a  County  Court  District.  His 
Honour  Judge  Gent  sitting  at  the  Guildhall  bi-monthly. 
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PUBLIC    BUILDINGS  AND   MONUMENTS. 


i 


N  the  centre  of  the  town  is  a  magnificent  block  of 
buildings  of  granite  ashlar,  the  whole  being  surmounted 
by  the  Borough  Arms,  sculptured  in  Bathstone,  and  by 
a    clock.  This   comprises   the    Guildhall,     Council 

Chamber,  two  Corn  Markets,  Fire  Station,  etc.  This 

block  was  erected  in  1839. 

The  Guildhall  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  County,  being 
commodious  and  well  arranged.  It  contains  a  fine  picture  of 
"  Christ  Derided "  by  Lane,  and  paintings  of  the  Royal  and 
Borough  Arms.  On  the  former  are  the  letters  "  W.R.''  There 
is  also  a  brass  tablet  erected  to  commemorate  the  patriotic  action 
of  nine  men  of  the  Helston  Volunteer  Company  who  fought  in 
the  South  African  war  in  1900- 1,  and  of  twenty-three  other  men 
of  the  same  Company  who  volunteered  for  the  front. 

The  Market  House  is  near  the  Guildhall.  It  was 
erected  in  1837,  as  is  shown  by  the  inscription  over  the  gates  : — 

"  1837.        Commenced    during    the    Mayoralty   of   Glynn 

Grylls.     Finished  during  the  Mayoralty  of  John  Silvester. 

W.  Harris,  Architect,  Bristol  ;  W.  Penberthy,  T.  &  P.  Eva, 

Builders,  1838." 
This  Market  House  took  the  place  of  the  old  one,  built   in    1576, 
which  stood  where  the  Guildhall  now  stands.        The  east  end  of 
the  building  is  used  as  a  Drill  Hall  for  the  '  D  '  Company,  D. C.L.I. 
(A  further  reference  will  be  found  on  page  12). 

The  Church  and  the  Grammar  School  and  Godolphin  Hall 
are  mentioned  in  separate  sections,  see  later. 
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The  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  built  of  granite  and 
Plymouth  limestone,  is  a  distinct  asset  to  the  main  street. 
Erected  in  1888  at  a  cost  of  £"5,000,  it  will  seat  about  a  thousand 
people.     The  Epworth  Hall  adjoins  it. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  was  erected  in  Church 
Street  in  1840  at  a  cost  of  £"4,000.  It  will  seat  about  six  hundred 
people.  There  is  a  good  organ,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Rogers 
Pascoe,  a  native  of  Helston  ;  the  power  for  blowing  purposes  is 
hydraulic.  There  is  also  a  branch  of  this  Church  in  Meneage 
Street. 

The  Baptist  Church  is  in  Wendron  Street,  and  the  very 
peculiar  style  of  architecture  adopted  by  that  branch  of  the 
Christian  Church  is  elaborately  displayed  thereon.  No  services, 
however,  have  been  held  there  for  several  years,  and  the  building 
is  now  used  as  a  showroom  in  connection  with  Messrs.  James  and 
Son's  furniture  establishment. 

The  Freemason's  Hall,  standing  in  Almshouse  Hill,  was 
formerly  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Day  School,  (now  transferred  to 
Wendron  Street),  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Walland,  Master. 

At  the  bottom  of  Coinage  Hall  Street  there  is  a  magnificent 
Monument,  consisting  of  an  arch  built  of  granite  ashlar,  strongly 
buttressed,  and  finished  with  four  high  octagonal  pinnacles.  It 
is  protected  by  iron  railings,  and  is  inscribed  :  — 

"  To  the  memory  of  Humphrey  Millet  Grylls.    Raised  by 

Subscription  MDCCCXXXIV." 

There  is  an  old  granite  Maltese  cross,  in  low  relief,  at  the 
east  end  of  Cross  Street,  whence  the  name  of  the  street.  No 
information  concerning  it  seems  to  be  available. 

The  old  Coinage  Hall  is  referred  to  in  the  section  on  the 

Charters,  see  page  11. 
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The  Bowling  Green  was  formerly  the  site  of  a  Royal 
Castle,  the  residence  of  Reginald,  Earl  of  Cornwall.  This  was 
in  ruins  previous  to  the  time  of  Edward  IV,  and,  needless  to  say 
no  trace  can  now  be  seen. 

The  old  Prison  stood  near  the  Foundry  in  Lady  Street,  as 
also  did  St.  Mary's  Convent.  There  was  also  an  old  Bell 
Foundry  in  the  same  part  of  the  town  in  1761.  Three  of  its 
bells  are  still  in  use,  two  at  Cury,  and  one  at  Stithians.  There 
is  also  an  old  prison  at  the  top  of  Shoot  Hill. 

Of  the  old  Hospital  and  Priory  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
which  were  in  existence  from  141 1  until  the  dissolution  of  the 
monasteries  by  Henry  VIII,  little  is  known. 

The  oldest  house  in  the  Borough  is  that  occupied  by  Mr. 
James  Pascoe,  near  Mr.  Eathorne's  fruit,  shop;  it  was  built  in 
1691.  The  date  176 1  appears  on  the  north  wall  of  the  passage 
next  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Cunnack's  house  in  Meneage  Street. 
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ST.     MICHAEL'S     CHURCH, 


TH  E  ecclesiastical  parish  of  Helston  was  formed  from 
the  extremely  large  parish  of  Wendron  on  December  5th, 
1848,  in  pursuance  of  an  Order  in  Council  dated 
November  20th  in  the  same  year.  This  new  parish  of 
Helston  was  defined  as  being  bounded  by  "  the  road 
leading  from  Coverack  Bridges  to  the  road  leading  down  to 
Roselydden,  thence  by  Rose  in  the  Bush  and  Wheal  Widden  mine 
to  the  lane  called  Rowe's  Lane,  and  along  the  said  lane  till  it 
reaches  the  turnpike-road  leading  from  Helston  to  Falmouth, 
thence  down  Crasken  Lane  by  Pollard  Bottom  to  the  stream  at 
Mellangoose."  The  ecclesiastical  parish  of  Helston  therefore 
comprises  the  villages  or  hamlets  of  Trelubbis,  Lowertown,  Upper 
Roselydden  and  Lower  Trenethick,  Trisprison,  Nansloe,  Pencoose, 
Pentire,  and  Degibna.  Hence  it  is  much  greater  in  extent  than 
the  Borough  of  Helston.  The  ecclesiastical  parish  of  Helston 
comprises  about  1736  acres,  and  the  tithes  payable  on  it  amount 
to  £590,  divided  as  follows:  To  the  Vicar,  ^"440;  To  the  Im- 
propriators, £i$o-  The  patronage  of  the  advowson  is  vested  in 
Queen's  College,  Oxford. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael  the  Archangel.  It 
comprises  a  chancel,  a  rectangular  body,  north,  south  and  west 
galleries,  an  organ  room  and  fine  organ  adjoining  the  chancel, 
a  vestry  and  a  lobby.  The  chancel  window  is  filled  with  stained 
glass  representing  the  Transfiguration  on  the  mount ;  it  was  a 
bequest  and  is  inscribed  "George  Simon  Borlase,  dedit,  ob  XIX 
Mar.  1837."  The  glass,  which  is  marked  "  Hedgland,  1843,"  is 
set  in  squares,  giving  the  subject  a  harsh  appearance.  A  valuable 
service  of  communion  plate  has  engraved  on   it,  "The  Gyl't  of 
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Danyell  Bedford  to  the  Church  of  Helston,  1630."  It  issaidthat 
Robert  Cock,  Mayor  in  1676,  gave  some  plate  engraved  with  his 
crest  —  three  cocks. 

The  ceiling  of  the  body  of  the  church  is  panelled  in  the 
Elizabethan  style,  and  from  its  centre  hangs  a  massive 
chandelier  of  twenty-four  branches,  bearing  the  words,  "  This 
branch,  together  with  the  compleat  building  of  the  church  and 
chancel,  is  the  sole  gift  and  benefaction  of  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  bestowed  on  this  Borough,  a.d.   1763." 

On  the  front  of  the  west  gallery  is  the  inscription  : — 

"The  accommodation  of  this  church  was  increased  in 
the  year  1838  by  re-pewing  throughout,  and  by  erecting  a 
north  gallery,  etc.,  by  which  means  465  additional  sittings 
were  obtained  ;  and  in  consequence  of  a  grant  of  £200 
from  the  Incorporated  Society  for  promoting  the  enlarge- 
ment, building  and  repairing  of  churches  and  chapels,  490 
sittings  are  hereby  declared  to  be  free  and  unappropriated 
for  ever,  in  addition  to  445  appropriated  sittings  formerly 

provided. 

Signed,         G.  B.  Boraston,  Vicar. 
J.  W.  Johns,    Curate. 
W.  Penberthy, 
J.  Silvester, 
G.  Grylls, 

Churchwardens." 

Attached  to  the  front  of  the  south  gallery  are  the 
Godolphin  Arms,  carved  in  bold  relief,  with  the  motto  "  Franc 
ha  leal  eto  ge." 

The  font  is  of  marble  ;  it  stands  on  a  moulded  pillar 
with  a  square  basement,  and  the  bowl  is  inlaid  with  quatre- 
foils  of  variegated  marble. 
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The  pulpit  is  of  Bath  stone,  and  on  it  are  carved  figures 
representing  the  Good  Shepherd,  St.  Gabriel,  St.  Michael,  St. 
Uriel,  St.  Raphael.     It  bears  the  following  inscription  :  — 

"  To  the  Glory  of  God  and  in  affectionate  remembrance 
of  William  Clinton  and  Susanna  Belinda  Baddeley  this 
pulpit  is  erected  by  their  three  surviving  children.  Feast 
of  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels,  1899." 

There  is  a  south  porch  and  a  priest's  door ;  to  the  inner 
door  of  the  porch  are  attached  monumental  brasses,  representing 
a  man,  woman,  and  three  children,  said  to  be  portions  of  the 
Bougins  monument.  The  church,  which  is  built  of  native  elvan 
with  granite  dressings,  has  a  tower,  103  feet  2  inches  in  height, 
built  of  granite  ashlar  ;  it  is  of  three  stages,  and  is  finished  with 
a  parapet  of  quatrefoil  work  and  pinnacles,  supported  on  a 
corbel  table. 

For  some  time  the  tower  contained  six  bells,  the  gift  of 
Lord  Godolphin  in  1767.  Recently  these  bells  have  been  recast 
and  two  more  added,  the  whole  peal  of  eight  being  dedicated  on 
April  3rd,  1905,  by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Germans.  The  bells  now 
bear  the  inscription  : — 

"  J.  Sydney  Tyacke,  Vicar. 
Charles  Wakeham, 
Fred.  V.  Hill,  Churchwardens." 

The  diameter  of  the  tenor  bell  is  3  feet  4$  inches,  and  that 
of  the  fourth  is  2  feet  10  inches. 

The  reredos  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  J.  Rogers  Pascoe,  and  is 

valued  at  £boo. 

An  ancient  cross  is  built  into  the  west  wall  of  the  chief 
entrance  to  the  churchyard . 
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In  the  year  1727,  a  fierce  thunderstorm  broke  over 
Helston,  and  the  church  tower  was  struck  by  lightning.  It  fell, 
either  then  or  subsequently,  and  greatly  injured  the  church  itself. 
In  1763,  however,  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  rebuilt  both  church  and 
tower  at  a  cost  of  ^"6000.  The  church  was  re-seated  in  1838  to 
seat  955  people,  and  provided  with  an  old-fashioned  '  three-decker  * 
pulpit  and  desk  for  preacher,  reader  and  clerk.  The  "  Mayor's 
Seat"  was  right  in  front.  In  1884  it  was  re-seated  again,  with 
lower  and  wider  seats,  to  seat  750  people.     (See  also  page  44). 

There  is  a  tablet  in  the  church  giving  details  of  what  is 
known  as  the  "  Penberthy  Charity."  The  inscription  is  as 
follows  :— 

"  To  the  memory  of  Mr.  Henry  Penberthy,  late  of  this 
Borough,  who  died  the  2nd  of  November,  1783  ;  aged  64 
years,  and  by  his  Will  bequeathed  unto  Richd.  Gerveys 
Grylls,  Clerk,  and  Richd.  Johns,  Jun.,  Gent.,  £"500' 
principal  Stock  in  the  four  pr.  cent.  Bank  Annuities,  and 
other  effects  amountg.  after  all  charges  paid  to  the  sum  of 
£bo. 

In  trust,  to  apply  the  annual  incomes  thereof  to  the  use 
of  the  Poor  of  the  Borough  of  Helston,  as  well  those  who 
receive  pay  as  those  who  do  not,  provided  they  be  not  in 
the  Workhouse,  by  buying  Dowlas  and  Sheeting, 
Holland,  Duck,  Rugs,  and  other  necessaries  for  their 
Clothing,  Bedding,  and  Accommodation  ;  to  be  distributed 
on  the  25th  Jany.  yearly  for  ever.  And  on  the  death  of 
either  or  any  Trustee  the  Will  directs  that  the  Survivor 
and  the  Mayor  of  this  Borough  shall,  within  one  Month 
after,  choose  another  in  the  deceased  person's  stead, 
recommendg.  to  their  choice  ye  Minister  for  the  time 
being  officiatg.  in  this  church." 
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Other  monuments  and  tablets  in  the  church  include  those 
to  the  following:  — 

John  Rogers,  d.  1768,  Alderman  of  the  Borough  for  31  years. 
Hugh  Rogers,  his  son,  d.  1773  ;   Alderman  for  25  years. 
Thomas  Glynn,  d.    1777;  the  first  Mayor  named   in  the  new 

charter. 
Thomas  Glynn,  his  son,  d.  1794;   Alderman  of  the  Borough. 
Richard  Gervevs  Grylls,  d.  1 77 1 . 

Thomas  Grylls,  his  son,  d.  1813  ;  x\lderman  of  the  Borough. 
Rev.  Thomas  Trevenen,  d.   1816  ;  Rector  of  Cardynham,  and 

Mawgan-in-Meneage. 
John  Plomer,  d.  1787. 
Peter  Hill,  d.  1818  ;   Commander  R.N. 
John  Rogers,  of  Antron  Lodge,  Sithney,  d.   182 1  ;   Captain  of 

His  Majesty's   Packet,  the  Portland. 
John    Trevenen,    d.    1825  ;    Alderman    of   the    Borough,    and 

County  Magistrate. 
Humphrey  Millet  Grylls,  d.  1834  ;  Alderman  of  the  Borough. 
Jonathan  Passingham,d.  1835  ;   High  Sheriff  for  Merionethshire, 

Colonel  of  the  5th  Cornwall  Militia,  D.L.  for  Cornwall. 
Col.  Wm.   Pasmore,   K.L.S.,   d.    1837  ;   Commander  of  British 

troops  in  Persia. 
George  Simon  Borlase,  F.Iv.S.,  d.  1837  ;    D.L.  for  Cornwall. 
Rev.  Thos.  Wills,  d.  1837  ;  Vicar  of  Wendron  and  Helston  for 

53  y(^rs- 

John  Borlase,  d.  1843  ;   Magistrate&  Alderman  of  the  Borough; 

Magistrate  and  Deputy  Lieutenant  for  Cornwall. 
I  lenry  Borlase,  d.  1846. 
James  Penberthy,   R.N.,   d.    1844  ;     Purser   ami    Paymaster  of 

H.M.B.  Sealark. 
John    Silvester,  d.    1846  ;     Magistrate   and    Alderman    of    the 

Borough. 
John  Pasmore,  d.   1845. 
Bernard  Charles  Kendall,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  d.   10.01. 
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The  tablet  to  the  late  Vicar  is  thus  inscribed  : — 

"  To  the  Glory  of  God  and  in  loving  memory  of  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Sydney  Tyacke,  son  of  Thomas  Phillips  and 
Catherine  Tyacke,  of  Nansloe.  Born  Jan.  25th,  1835,  died 
at  Florence,  April  7th,  1905  ;  Canon  of  Truro  Cathedral, 
and  Vicar  of  this  parish  for  36  years.  This  brass  is  erected 
by  his  only  brother,  Thomas  Tyacke,  Colonel  1st  Batt. 
22nd  the  Cheshire  Regiment." 

The  present  Vicar  is  the  Rev.  W.  M.  H.  Milner,  M.A.,  of 
Queen's  College,  Oxford,  who  is  assisted  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Haydon, 
M.A.,  as  Lay  Reader.  Messrs.  E.  P.  Kendall,  J. P.,  and  Charles 
VYakeham,  J. P.,  are  the  Churchwardens. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  parish  register  :  — 

"  1795.  A  very  great  scarcity  of  grain  prevailed  this  year 
over  England,  and  indeed  all  Europe.  3597  Cornish 
Bushels  of  Barley  :  172  Barrels  of  Flour,  and  3000  lb.  of 
Biscuit  were  imported  by  Subscription,  into  Gweek,  and 
sold  in  this  Town  for  the  Use  of  the  Inhabitants  &  those 
of  the  Parishes  of  Wendron,  Crowan,  Breage  &  Germoe. 

Two  Guineas  were  offered  me  (as  Mayor  of  Helston,  ex 
officio  Manager  of  the  Business)  by  Inhabitants  of  the 
Parish  of  Perran  Uthnoe  for  two  Winchester  Bushels  of 
Barley. 

Richard  Gerveys  Grylls,  Curate." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Edward  VI  set  forth  an 
injunction  that  all  images  in  churches  should  be  destroyed  as 
articles  of  superstition.  Pursuant  to  this  injunction  a  "  Master 
Bodye  "  was  appointed  Commissioner  for  Cornwall.  As  he  was 
inspecting  the  Church  at  Helston  and  demolishing  some  of  the 
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remaining  images,  he  was  stabbed  by  one  Kyltor,  a  priest  of 
St.  Keverne.  It  is  also  said  that  this  stabbing  took  place  near 
the  present  site  of  the  "  New  Inn."  A  popular  rising  followed, 
and,  with  Humphrey  Arundel  as  their  leader,  the  Cornishmen 
drew  up  seven  articles,  demanding  the  restoration  of  certain 
observances.  These  things  were  refused  in  writing  by  the 
King,  whereupon  the  insurgents  marched  to  Exeter,  where  they 
were  dispersed  by  Lord    Russell. 
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THE    HELSTON    GRAMMAR    SCHOOL. 


IN  the  year  1819,  William  Penaluna,  a  printer  in  Helston, 
published  a  book  entitled  "  The  Circle  of  Cornwall."  In 
this  he  mentions,  when  speaking  of  Helston,  "  there  is  a 
grammar  school  that  has  long  been  established."  This 
school  first  started  in  a  small  way  in  a  house  that  stood 
on  the  site  where  Miss  Williams'  ironmonger's  shop  now  stands, 
and  was  rebuilt  in  1610.  As  time  went  on  the  school  grew  in 
importance  and  presently  its  fame  spread  far  and  wide,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  increased.  The  old  house  soon  proved  to  be 
too  small,  and  in  1834,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Corporation,  who 
appear  to  have  had  some  voice  in  the  government  of  the  school, 
new  buildings  were  erected  in  Wendron  Street,  at  the  cost  of 
about  ^"1000,  to  which  the  school  was  transferred  as  soon  as 
possible.  These  buildings  are  now  used  as  the  public  Reading 
Room  and  Billiard  Room,  etc.  The  Godolphin  Hall  and  other 
rooms  were  erected  in  1888  at  a  cost  of  ^"2000. 

The  following  inscription  appears  engraved  in  stone  in  the 
Reading  Room  :  — 

HAS  AEDES  IN  VSVM  PVERORVM  GRAECIS  ET 
LATINIS  LITTERIS  CAETERIS  QVE  DISCIPLINIS  AD 
VITAM  PIAM  ELEGANTEM  ET  JVCVNDAM  PERTINENTIBVS 
ERVDIENDORVM  DESTINATAS  QVVM  PRO  DISCIPVLORVM 
NVMERO  VETVS  AEDIFICIVM  IN  INFERIORE  OPPIDI  PARTE 
JAMDVDVM  POSITVM  NIMIS  ANGVSTVM  VIDERETVR 
MVNICIPII  PRAESIDES  PENES  QVOS  PATROCINIVM 
EST  ET  CONSERVATIO  SCHOLAE  CVM  PLVRIMIS 
EJVSDEM  ET  ALVMNIS  ET  FAVTORIBVS  PECVNIIS 
CONLATIS  EXSTRVENDAS  CVRAVERVNT  ANNO  SALVTIS 
HVMANAE,    MDCCCXXXIV. 
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The  translation  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Town  Council,  in  whose  hands  lies  the  patronage 
and  preservation  of  the  school,  in  conjunction  with  a  large 
number  of  old  pupils  and  supporters  of  the  school,  who 
contributed  to  the  expenses,  ordered  to  be  erected,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1834,  this  building  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  boys  in  Greek  and  Latin  literature, 
and  in  all  other  subjects  that  pertain  to  a  pious,  cultured 
and  happy  life,  when  the  old  building,  situated  for  a  long 
time  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  seemed  too  small  for 
the  number  of  the  pupils." 

There  is  another  inscription  over  the  mantel-piece  in  the 
Billiard  Room.     This  reads  thus  :  — 

SCHOLA  GRAMMATICA  HELLESTONENSIS  ANNVO  XX 
MARCARVM  MVLTIS  JAM  ANTEA  SAECVLIS  AVCTA 
REDITV  NOMEN  FVNDATORIS  NVLLIS  VT  VIDETVR 
MONVMENTIS  PRODIDIT  IGNOTVM  DEBITA  VENERATIONE 
PROSEQVAMVR. 

This  may  be  translated  in  the  following  way :  — 

"The  Helston  Grammar  School,  endowed  with  the 
annual  sum  of  twenty  marks  through  the  past  centuries, 
has  revealed  the  name  of  its  founder  in  no  records,  as  it 
seems.  Let  us  honour  the  unknown  founder  with  due 
reverence  !  " 

Returning  to  the  former  passage,  we  note  that  the 
1  patronage  '  of  the  school  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Council. 
This  was  strictly  analogous  to  the  patronage  of  a  living  in  the 
Church  of  England  ;  there  the  patron  presents  a  clergyman  to 
the  living  in  question.  So  it  was  with  the  Headmastership  of 
the  school.        In  those  days  this  position  could  be  held  only  by  a 
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clergyman    of    the    Church  of  England,    and    the    appointment 
lay    with    the    Corporation. 

The  school  was  formerly  endowed  with  the  sum  of 
£13  :  6  :  8  by  the  Godolphin  family.  Later,  however,  this  sum 
was  paid  by  the  Corporation,  and  in  exchange  the  school  would 
educate,  free  of  charge,  a  person  appointed  by  the  Council.  There 
seems  to  be  no  record  of  the  number  of  terms  during  which 
such  a  person  might  be  a  pupil  at  the  school,  but  it  is  clear  that 
not  more  than  one  such  appointed  person  was  in  the  school  at 
any  one  time,  although,  as  soon  as  he  left,  another  took  his  place. 

The  first  Headmaster  of  which  the  writer  can  find  any 
mention  is  the  Rev.  Derwent  Coleridge,  son  of  the  Poet.  He  was 
succeeded  for  a  short  time  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lempriere,  and  he  by 
the  Rev.  C.  A.  Johns,  B. A.,  F.L.S.,  the  well-known  Botanist.  The 
next  Headmaster  was  the  Rev.  Henry  Fowler,  M.A.  ;  then 
came  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boger,  who  was  afterwards  Headmaster  of 
St.  Saviour's  Grammar  School,  Southwark,  and  then  had  a  living 
in  Kent  and  was  an  honorary  canon  of  Rochester.  He  was 
succeeded  at  Helston  by  the  Rev.  Augustus  Jessopp,  M.A.,  after- 
wards Archdeacon  Jessopp,  who  in  1859  was  appointed  Head- 
master of  King  Edward  VTs  Grammar  School,  Norwich.  After 
him  came  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Woodward,  M.A.,  and  then  others  until 
the  school  dwindled  to  nothing.  Mr.  Jessopp  is  the  author  of  the 
well-known  work  entitled  "The  Coming  of  the  Friars."  The 
last  Headmaster  was  Mr.  James  Hosken. 

The  Rev.  Derwent  Coleridge  numbered  amongst  his  pupils 
Charles  Kingsley  and  his  brother  Herbert.  Although  not  a  good 
cricketer,  Charles  was  a  splendid  athlete.  He  would  often  take 
a  run  from  the  Grammar  School  to  the  wall  dividing  Penrose 
Terrace  and  the  grounds  of  the  new  County  School,  and  then 
Leap  right  across  the  road  into  the  field  beyond.         The  road  at 
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this  point  was  about  seventeen  feet  wide,  and  a  failure  to  land 
in  the  field  meant  a  broken  limb.  Kingsley,  however,  seems  to 
have  been  successful  in  his  jump  on  every  occasion. 

In  the  Helston  Churchyard  there  is  a  stone  bearing  the 
letters  "  H.K.,"  which  stand  for  Herbert  Kingsley.  In  connection 
with  this  is  a  story  which  the  writer  has  never  seen  in  print.  It 
is  said  that  during  the  time  the  Kingsleys  were  in  Helston, 
some  spoons  were  missed  from  the  school.  Suspicion  fell  on 
Herbert,  and  he  was  'sent  to  Coventry.'  This  so  affected  the 
boy's  mind  that  in  a  fortnight  he  pined  away  and  died.  The 
stone  referred  to  above  marks  the  place  where  he  was  buried. 

In  1857  there  was  published  the  first  number  of  the 
'  Helston  Grammar  School  Magazine.'  This  ran  through  eight 
numbers  only,  the  last  being  published  at  Midsummer,  1859. 
The  list  of  subscribers  contains  no  less  than  160  names,  excluding 
pupils  at  the  school.  Among  them  are  names  well  known 
throughout  the  county  : 

'  St.  Aubyn,  St.  Aubyn  Molesworth,  Esq., 

Theological  College,  Wells.' 

'  St.  Aubyn,  Walter  Molesworth,  Esq., 

Christchurch  College,  Oxford.' 

'Bolitho,  R.  F.,  Esq.,  Pendrea,   Penzance.' 

'  Prune,  C.  G.  Prideaux,  Esq.,  Prideaux  Place,  Padstoiv.' 

'  Coleridge,  The  Rev.  Derwent,  St.  Mark's  College,  Chelsea. 
(2  copies).' 

'  Falmouth,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount,  Tregot Jinan.' 
'  Gilbert,  The  Hon.  Mrs.,  Trelissick,  Truro.' 
'Gurney,  S.,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Carshalton.' 
'  Hill,  Miss,  Helston.' 
'Rogers,  J.  J.,  Esq.,  Penrose,  (2  copies).' 
'  Tyacke,  The  Rev.  Joseph  Sidney,  Marlborough  College.' 
'  Vyvyan,  Sir  Richard  R.,  Bart.,  Trelowarren.' 
and  many  others. 
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The  Magazine  was  published  quarterly,  the  annual 
subscription  being  five  shillings.  Running  through  the  whole  of 
the  eight  numbers  is  a  serial  article  entitled,  'The  Natural 
History  of  Boys.'  The  name  of  the  writer  is  not  stated.  There 
are  also  a  great  many  other  articles,  including  one  on  the  '  Old 
Seats  of  Cornwall,  Bochym  House  '  by  the  Headmaster.  The 
most  interesting  of  all,  however,  is  the  paragraph  under  the 
heading  '  School  Intelligence,'  at  the  end  of  each  number.  The 
following  paragraph  appears  over  the  initials  '  A.  T.' : — 

"  How  we  ended  our  half-year. 

On  Monday,  December  13th,  (1858),  a  display  of 
fireworks  took  place,  which  I  may  safely  affirm  to  have 
been  the  most  brilliant  ever  seen  in  Helston.  They  were 
obtained  by  the  boys  of  the  Helston  Grammar  School, 
aided  by  liberal  subscriptions  from  the  town.  The 
evening  was  dull,  a  constant  drizzle  falling  during  the 
whole  time  ;  but  on  the  whole  it  passed  off  very  well. 
The  fireworks  were  of  a  superior  description,  from  Mortram 
and  Son,  and  afforded  general  satisfaction ;  some  few 
specimens  were  reserved  for  the  next  evening,  which 
appeared  to  much  greater  advantage,  on  account  of  the 
clearness  of  the  night ;  the  whole  affair  was  wound  up  by 
a  large  bonfire." 

There  is  some  account  of  the  School  Meeting  in  1858.  The 
examinations  were  held  in  the  week  beginning  Wednesday, 
September  15th.  The  examiners  were  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Scrivener, 
of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge  (Classics  and  Mathematics)  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Crowther  (French).  The  subjects  of  the  examination 
are  set  out  below  : — 

Euripides:  Hippolytus. 
Demosthenes  :  Olynthiac  Orations, 
Lucian  :  Dream. 
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Horace ,  Ep.  ii.  ;  Sat.  i. 

Ovid  :  Fasti,  1.  iv. 

Sallust:  Bell.  Jug. 

Caesar:  De  Bell.  Gall.  (Extracts) 

History  of  Greece  :  Philip  of  Macedon  and  Alexander. 

History  of  Rome  :  The  Punic  Wars. 

Ancient  Geography  :    Italy  and  the  Islands. — North  Africa. — 
The  Topography  of  Rome. 

The  Gospel  of  St.  Matt.,  and  part  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  in  Greek. 

The  Books  of  Genesis,  Numbers,  and  i  Samuel. 

Articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  i.—xx.— Latin  and  English  ; 
with  Scripture  Proofs. 

History  of  Europe  :  from  the  Accession  of  Louis  xiv.  to  the  end 
of  the  Seven  Years  War  (1643  to  1763). 

History  of  England  :  from  the  Death  of  Charles  I.  to  the  Death 
of  George  II. 

Physical  Geography  of  the  Earth. 

Geography  of  Europe  and  Asia,  with  special  reference  to  China 
and  India. 

Moliere's  Medecin  malgre  lui  ;  and  passages  from  prose  authors 
at  sight. 

Composition  in  Latin  and  Greek  (prose  and  verse). 
Composition  in  French  (prose). 

Euclid  :  Books  i.,   ii.,  iii.,  iv.,  and  vi. 
Algebra:  to  Quadratic  Equations,  inclusive. 
Arithmetic. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  classical  and  General  Examination  (the 
Penrose  Medal,  given  by  J.  J.  Rogers,  Esq.,  and  Hooker's  Works, 
given  by  the  Rev.  R.  C.  Powles)  was  awarded  to  Vivian  Wearne. 
The  First  Prize  for  Mathematics  (the  Johns'  Medal,  given  by 
C.  F.  Johns,  Esq.)  was  won  by  Clarke. 

Close  to  the  site  of  the  old  Grammar  School  there  now 
stands  a  new  County  School,  under  the  I  leadmastership  of 
Mr.  R.  S.  Haydon,  M.A. 


T 
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THE   TREVENEN    EXHIBITION. 

H  E  Scholarship  known  as  the  Trevenen  Exhibition  was 
founded  under  the  willof  the  late  Miss  Emily  Trevenen. 
The  bequest  was  made  originally  to  the  Helston 
Grammar  School  for  the  benefit  of  its  scholars,  and  was 
in  the  following  form  : — 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Trustees  of  the  Helston 
Grammar  School,  established  in  Helston  upwards  of  80 
years,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  free  of  legacy  duty, 
to  be  funded  or  otherwise  invested  by  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  Grammar  School,  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  a  Scholarship  to  be  held  in  either  of  the 
Universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  the  yearly  interest 
of  the  said  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  enjoyed  during  three 
years  successively  by  some  one  of  the  Pupils  who  has 
been  educated  at  the  said  Grammar  School  on  condition 
of  his  being  resident  at  one  of  the  said  Universities  during 
the  time  that  he  shall  receive  it,  he  having  been  duly 
chosen  by  the  Head  Master  of  the  School  for  the  time 
being  as  the  Scholar  who  is  best  deserving  of  it  by  his 
proficiency  in  Classical  attainments,  and  having  a 
certificate  from  the  said  Head  Master  as  to  his  Religious 
Principles,  and  his  moral  conduct,  the  preference  being 
given,  other  things  being  equal,  to  the  son  of  a  Clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  England. 

I  bequeath  this  sum  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  School 
in  the  town  where  I  have  so  long  resided,  in  the  earnest 
hope  that  it  may  be  the  commencement  of  similar  gifts  or 
bequests  for  this  purpose,  either  by  adding  to  this  sum  at 
once,  or  by  founding  other  Scholarships.'' 
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The  only  Exhibitioner  under  these  regulations  of  which  the 
writer  can  find  any  mention  is  C.  G.  Stewart,  who,  in  or  about 
the  year  1858,  proceeded  from  the  Grammar  School  to  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  section  dealing  with  the  Grammar 
School  that  the  Borough  Council  had  some  voice  in  the  School 
government.  When  this  School  ceased  to  exist,  the  problem  of 
the  disposal  of  this  money  at  once  arose.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Charity  Commission,  between  the  Town  Council 
and  whom  correspondence  ensued  respecting  a  new  scheme, 
which  was  formerly  approved  by  the  Queen  in  Council  on 
February  8th,  1890.     The  main  points  are  as  follow  : — 

1.  The  Town  Council  of  Helston  is  the  governing  body. 

2.  Religious  opinions,  or  attendance  or  non-attendance 
at  any  particular  form  of  religious  worship,  do  not  in 
any  way  affect  the  qualification  of  any  person  for  being 
one  of  the  Governing  Body. 

3.  The  Trevenen  Exhibition  is  tenable  for  three  years  at 
any  University  or  other  place  of  advanced  education  in 
the  United  Kingdom  approved  by  the  Governors. 

4.  The  Exhibition  is  open  only  to  bo^s  whose  parents, 
guardians,  or  near  relatives  within  fixed  degrees,  reside 
in  the  Borough  of  Helston  or  in  any  of  the  following 
parishes,  viz.,  St.  Anthony  in  Meneage,  Breage  with 
Germoe,  Carnmenellis,  Constantine,  Crowan,  Cury 
with  Gunwalloe,  Godolphin,  Grade  with  Ruan  Minor, 
Helston  with  All  Saints,  St.  Keverne  with  St.  Peter, 
Landewednack,  Manaccan,  Mawgan  with  St.  Martin 
in  Meneage,  Mawnan  with  St.  Michael,  Mullion, 
Pencoys,  Porthleven  (St.  Bartholomew),  Ruan  Major, 
Sithncv,  Wendron. 
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5.  The  Exhibition  is  awarded  to  the  boy  who,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Examiners,  has  most  distinguished 
himself  at  the  Oxford  or  Cambridge  Senior  Local 
Examination.  In  case  of  equal  merit  between  candi- 
dates, preference  is  given  to  the  son  of  a  clergyman  of 
the  Church  of  England. 

6.  The  Governors  give  six  calendar  months  notice  before 
any  examination  is  held. 

7.  If,  at  any  time,  no  candidate  is  qualified  to  receive 
the  Exhibition,  it  is  not  awarded. 

8.  TheTrevenen  Exhibitioner  must  not  be  guilty  of  serious 
misconduct  or  idleness,  nor  must  he  cease  to  maintain 
a  reasonable  standard  of  proficiency.  If  these 
conditions  be  not  complied  with,  the  Governors  may 
deprive  the  Exhibitioner  of  his  Exhibition. 

For  many  years  no  candidate  was  qualified  to  receive  the 
emoluments  of  the  Exhibition,  and  the  annual  interest  was  added 
to  the  capital,  which  has  increased  from  £500  to  ^1613  :  1  :  2,  a 
sum  now  held  by  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Trusts  in 
trust  for  the  Governors.  It  is  invested  in  i\  per  cent.  Consols, 
and  the  balance  of  the  income,  after  necessary  expenses  have 
been  paid,  is  awarded  to  the  Exhibitioner. 

The  names  of  the  students  who  have  held  the  Exhibition 
since  the  long  period  during  which  no  award  was  made  are  as 
follow,  the  dates  referring  to  the  year  in  which  the  Exhibitioner 
first  received  the  emoluments. 

1903  Henry  Blackwell. 

1906  Raymond  Leakey. 

1909  Henry  Spencer  Toy. 

191 2  Malcolm  Vyvyan. 
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THE    LOE    VALLEY. 

H  E  ancient  Borough  of  Helston  stands  on  the  side  of  a 
hill,  facing  almost  due  west.  At  the  bottom  of  this  hill 
runs  the  river  Cober.  On  the  banks  of  the  Cober,  a 
pleasant  spot,  known  as  the  Lower  Green,  is  situated. 


At  the  Coronation  of  King  George  V.,  it  was  resolved  by 
the  burgesses  of  Helston  that  their  Borough  should  not  be  behind 
others  in  the  country  in  setting  up  a  suitable  memorial  of  this 
great  event.  After  prolonged  and  earnest  discussion,  it  was 
decided  to  convert  the  lower  part  of  this  green  into  an  ornamental 
lake.  The  situation  is  ideal  for  such  a  purpose  ;  tall  trees  rise 
at  the  water's  edge,  and  away  in  the  background,  hills  sloping 
up  to  the  sky-line,  affording  a  glimpse  of  the  town  between  them, 
complete  the  picture. 

This  lake  was  formally  opened  on  July  20th,  1912,  by 
Mr.  F.  H.  Cunnack,  then  Mayor  of  Helston. 

Further  down  the  valley  is  the  Loe  Pool,  the  largest  lake 
in  Cornwall.  The  area  of  its  surface,  of  course,  varies  in  extent, 
but  when  the  Loe  contains  the  normal  quantity  of  water  its 
surface  is  about  163  acres.  This  lake  contains  many  excellent 
trout.  At  its  southerly  end,  it  is  divided  from  the  sea  by  a  bar 
of  sand,  known  as  the  Loe  Bar,  or  simply  as  the  Bar.  Legend 
tells  us  that  Tregeagle  was  doomed  to  remove  the  sand  from  one 
cove  to  another,  from  which  the  sea  would  return  it.  In  the 
course  of  one  of  his  journeys  he  is  said  to  have  dropped  a  bag  of 
sand  at  the  entrance  of  Helston  harbour  and  so  to  have  formed 
the  Bar. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  quantity  of  water  (lowing 
into  the  Loe  is  greater  than  that  Bowing  through   the  adit  into 
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the  sea.  In  this  case  the  water  rises  and  floods  a  portion  of  the 
road  leading  from  Helston  to  Porthleven.  It  sometimes  even 
intrudes  into  the  houses  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  When 
these  circumstances  arise,  the  Mayor  of  Helston,  by  an  ancient 
custom,  applies  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Penrose,  who  owns 
the  lake,  for  permission  to  cut  the  bar,  sending  with  his 
application  a  leather  purse  containing  three  halfpence.  When 
this  permission  has  been  obtained,  a  number  of  men  are  sent  to 
cut  a  passage  through  the  sand.  This  passage  at  first  is  small, 
but  as  the  water  passes  so  the  passage  widens,  until  two  big 
volumes  of  fresh  and  salt  water  meet.  The  spectacle  of  their 
collision  is  magnificent,  the  water  being  thrown  up  to  a  great 
height.     The  Bar  has  not  now  been  cut  for  several  years. 

King  Edward  I.  granted  certain  lands  in  or  near  Helston 
to  William  de  Treville  in  1272  on  condition  that  he  should,  at 
his  own  expense,  bring  a  boat  and  fishing-hook  and  net  for  the 
King's  use  on  the  Loe,  as  often  as  he  should  visit  the  Borough. 
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THE    BOROUGH    LANDS. 


TH  A  T  part  of  the  Borough  known  as  the  Helston  Downs, 
the  Black  Downs,  and  the  White  Downs,  was  formally 
set  out  and  allotted  by  Hannibal  Sandys,  of  Great  Queen 
Street,  Westminster,  in  the  year  1818.  He  was  appointed 
sole  Commissioner  for  this  purpose  by  an  enclosure  act 
of  58  George  III.,  entitled  "An  Act  for  inclosing  certain  Waste 
Lands  in  the  Borough  of  Helleston,  and  the  several  parishes  of 
Wendron,  Mawgan-in-Meneage,  and  Sithney,  in  the  County  of 
Cornwall." 

After  giving  due  notice  in  the  "  Royal  Cornwall  Gazette  " 
and  the  "West  Briton,"  and  on  the  doors  of  the  churches  in  the 
three  parishes  already  named,  he  held  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
Guildhall,  on  various  days  in  October  and  November,  1818,  "for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  such  Act  into  Execution.''  His  award 
states  that  at  the  first  of  these  meetings,  "  I  proceeded  to  take 
the  necessary  Oath,  to  qualify  myself  as  such  Commissioner, 
before  John  Trevenen,  Esquire,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  said  County  of  Cornwall."  The  Commissioner 
then  appointed  Joseph  Priske  to  survey  the  land,  and  to  (haw 
maps  and  plans  for  his  use. 

The  preliminaries  completed,  the  Commissioner  proceeded 
to  hear  the  claims  of  all  the  various  claimants,  and  made  his 
final  award  as  follows  : — 

1.  To  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for 
the  Borough,  and  their  successors  for  the  time  being, 
"  as  Trustees  for  the  Poor  that  reside  and  are  legally 
settled  in  the  said  Borough  of  Helleston  :  All  that 
portion  of  the  said  common  called  the  Black  Downs 
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and  the  White  Downs,  lying  south  of  the  road  leading 

from    Pencoose   Water    to  Mellangoose  Mills 

containing  Thirty  Acres  and  Eleven  Perches,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  Heath  and  Furze  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  Poor  of  the  said  Borough And 

I  hereby  order  and  direct  that  this  allottment  shall  be 
ditched,  fenced,  and  enclosed  with  a  proper  Hedge,  so 
as  effectually  to  prevent  Cattle  trespassing  thereon,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  growth  of  the  said  Fuel ;  and 
proper  and  convenient  entrance  Gates  erected  thereon, 
as  near  as  may  be  to  the  said  Borough  of  Helleston." 

Heath  and  furze  having  ceased  to  be  used  as  fuel, 
this  allotment  was  brought  into  cultivation  many  years 
ago.  The  Churchwardens  at  the  time  of  the  award 
were  Thomas  James  and  Richard  Bennetts,  and  the 
Overseers  were  Samuel  Penhall  and  William  Woolcock. 

To  Philip  Vyvyan  Robinson,  tenant  for  life  under  the 
will  of  the  late  Rev.  William  Robinson  :  "  All  that 
Wastrel  lying  to  the  north  east  of,  and  immediately 
outside,  the  Hedge,  or  Fence,  of  part  of  the  said  Bartons 
of  Nansloe,  and  between  the  said  Hedge  and  the 
Highway  leading  from  the  Borough  of  Helleston 
towards  and  over  Helleston  Downs,  and  the  Wastrel 
commencing  with  such  part  of  the  said  Bartons  as 
adjoins  the  Lands  of  the  late  John  Pasmore,  Clerk,  on 
the  north  west,  and  extending  from  the  north  west 
corner  of  the  Lane  called  Jenny  Rowe's  Lane,  as  now 
marked  out  and  contained  by  admeasurement  Three 
Quarters  of  an  Acre  and  Twenty  Eight  Perches  of 
Ground." 

The  land  allotted  to  P.  V.  Robinson  under  this 
section  of  the  award  is  the  grove  of  trees  between  the 
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Cemetery  and  Nansloe  Gate,  and  a  narrow  strip  thence 
outside  the  hedge  of  Nansloe  field  to  meet  the  line  of 
the  western  hedge  of  the  Green  Downs.  The  plot 
between  this  last  named  strip  and  the  main  road  was, 
after  litigation,  sold  about  twenty  years  ago  to  the 
owner  of  Nansloe. 

3.  To  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough  of 
Helston  :  "  All  the  residue  or  remaining  part  or  parts 
of  the   said   Commons   called    Helleston    Downs,    the 

Black  Downs,  and  the  White  Downs containing 

Two  Hundred  and  Seventy  Two  Acres  and  One  Perch." 

4.  Also  to  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the  Borough 
of  Helleston  :  "  All  that  Common  and  Waste  Lands 
called  Castle  Hill  and  the  Lower  Green." 

5.  There  was  also  awarded, 

"A  certain  Public  Carriage  Road  over  the  said 
Commonable  Lands,  from  a  certain  place  called  the 
White  Hill,  adjoining  the  Town  of  Helleston,  to  a 
certain  ancient  Gate,  called  Dotson's  Gate,  in  the 
parish  of  Mawgan-in-Meneage  ;  with  various  branches 
of  Road  leading  therefrom  to  the  several  parishes  of 
Cury  and  Gunwallo  ;  and  Cross  Roads  in  and  over  the 
said  Commonable  Lands,  as  the  same  have  been  laid 
out ; 

And  proper  Foot  Paths  as  the  same  are  now  used 
and  enjoyed." 

The  award  was  formally  signed  on  November  28th,  1818. 
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THE    EIGHTH    OF   MAY. 
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HE  "Helston  Grammar  School  Magazine,"  published  at 
Easter,  1858,  contains  the  following  foot-note  : — 

"  We  cannot  allow  our  present  number  to  go  to 
press  without  expressing  the  pleasure  with  which  we 
look  forward  to  the  approaching  Flora  Day.  We 
hope  it  may  be  equal — nay,  superior  to  any  one  that  we 
have  had  for  a  long  time.  We  never  could  understand 
why  so  many  of  the  "  good  old''  customs  of  "  the  good 
old  times  "  have  been  swept  away  ;  but  we  do  hope  and 
trust  that  this, — one  of  the  most  interesting  left  in 
England, — may  be  kept  up  for  many,  many  a  long  year." 

This  hope  is  not  confined  to  the  boys  at  the  school, 
although  they  certainly  had  good  reason  to  long  for  Flora  Day, 
for  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  revellers  would  appear  in 
front  of  the  Grammar  School  and  demand  a  holiday  for  them. 
There  is  no  record  to  show  that  this  demand  was  ever  refused  ! 

For  some  years  past,  the  festival  has  gradually  been 
decaying,  although  in  1907  the  town  was  more  than  alive  when 
Sir  William  Treloar,  then  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  paid  an 
official  visit,  and  joined  in  the  dance. 

Flora  Day  has  been  a  great  day  for  Helston  for  so  long  a 
period  that  we  have  no  record  of  the  year  in  which  the  first  was 
held.  In  the  early  morning,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants, 
accompanied  by  a  band  of  music,  would  go  into  the  woods  to 
gather  boughs  and  green  stuffs  generally,  singing  as  they  went  : — 
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i.   Robin  Hood  and  Little  John, 

They  both  are  gone  to  the  fair  O, 

And  we  will  to  the  merry  green  wood, 
To  see  what  they  can  do  there  O. 

And  for  to  chase  O, 

To  chase  the  buck  and  doe. 

With  Hal-an-tow, 
Jolly  rumble  O. 

And  we  were  up  as  soon  as  any  day  O, 
And  for  to  fetch  the  summer  home, 
The  summer  and  the  May  O. 
For  the  summer  is  a  come  O, 
And  winter  is  a  go  O. 

2.  Where  are  those  Spaniards, 

That  make  so  great  a  boast  O, 
They  shall  eat  the  grey  goose  feather, 

And  we  will  eat  the  roast  O, 
In  every  land  O, 

The  land  that  ere  we  go. 

With  Hal-an-tow,  etc., 
And  we  were  up.  etc. 

3.  As  foi   Si .  ( ieiu ge  <  ». 

St.  George  he  was  a  Knight  O. 
1  >l  all  the  Kings  in  Christendom, 

King  Georgy  is  the  right  O, 
In  every  land  <  >, 

The  land  that  ere  we  go. 

With  Hal-an-tow,  etc. 

4.  God  bless  Aunt  Mary  Moses, 

With  all  her  power  and  might  O; 
And  send  us  peace  in  merry  England 
Both  day  and  night  O. 

Needless  to  say,  this  day  was  kept  as  a  general  holiday,  and 

if  anyone  was  found  at  work,  lie  was  instantly  seized  and   taken 

•  to  the  Lower  (ireen,  where  he  was  sentenced  to  jump  the  Cober 


66 

at  some  wide  place.     (How  Kingsley  would  have  revelled  in  this  ! 
see  page  52).      There  was,  however,  the  option  of  a  fine. 

At  midday  the  Furry  Dance  took  place,  houses  being 
thrown  open  for  the  dancers.  There  is  much  discussion  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  word  'furry' — some  say  it  is  derived  from  the  old 
Cornish  word  '  fer,'  a  fair  or  jubilee,  and  from  the  word  '  foray,'  a 
sudden  excursion.  The  word 'fade 'was  used  to  express  the  dance.  A 
discussion  of  these  points,  however,  is  beyond  the  scopeof  this  book. 
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MISCELLANEOUS    ITEMS. 


T 


H  E    name  Helston,  formerly  Helleston,   is  derived  from 
'hellas,'  a  marsh,  and  the  termination  '  ton,' the  origin  of 
the  word  'town,'  more  especially  a  'walled  town,'  or 
'  fortress.'     Helston  therefore  means  "  the  fortress  on  the 
>^MM'M'     marsh." 

±  ±  *  ±  * 

It  will  be  noticed  throughout  the  book,  and  more  especially 
in  the  section  on  the  Charters,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Helston  are 
referred  to  as  "  The  Mayor  and  Commonalty."  This  title  is 
generally  regarded  as  conferring  an  '  honourable  '  status.  It  is 
shared  with  Launceston,  Plymouth,  and  a  few  big  cities.  The  legal 
descriptions  of  all  English  Boroughs  are  given  in  the  Schedule  A 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1835,  William  IV,  5  and  6. 
The  following  list  is  a  brief  selection  :  — 

Launceston  ...  Mayor  and  Commonalty. 

Helston  ...  Mayor  and  Commonalty. 

Penzance  ...  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty. 

Truro  ...  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Capital  Burgesses. 

Falmouth  ...  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses. 

Liskeard  ..  Mayor  and  Burgesses. 

St.   Ives  ...  Mayor  and  Burgesses. 

Bodmin  ...  Mayor  and  Burgesses. 

Plymouth  ...  Mayor  and  Commonalty. 

Exeter  ...  Mayor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty. 


The  recent  Town  Planning  Acts  were  anticipated  in 
Helston  many  years  ago.  A  statute  of  Henry  VIII  in  1540  for 
"The  re-edifiration  of  Townes  Westward,"  commanded  that  the 
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owners  of  certain  houses  in  Helston,  "  which  are  now  fallen  down, 
decayed,  and  at  this  tyme  remayne  unre-edified  to  the  great  perile 
and  daunger  of  all  thinhabitauntis,  and  other  the  kinges  subjectis 
passing  by  the  same,"  should  rebuild  the  same  or  forfeit  their 
rights!  One  wonders  if  the  people  of  the  sixteenth  century 
complained  of  such  radical  legislation  ! 


Helston  was  one  of  the  five  Cornish  towns  which  responded 
to  the  appeal  of  Charles  I.  for  Ship  Money.  The  sums  paid  from 
Cornwall  were: — Launceston,  £"30;  Padstow,  £25  ;  Penryn,  £18 ; 
Helston,  £17  ;   Penzance,  ^"10. 

+  +  +  +  + 

Among  incidents  connected  with  Helston  in  the  early 
forties  was  the  rising  of  the  miners  against  the  oppressive  Corn 
Laws.  A  year  or  two  of  bad  harvests  had  sent  the  price  of  grain 
up  enormously,  and  flour  was  so  poor  that  dough  would  run  out 
of  the  oven  in  a  liquid  state  !  Wages  were  lower,  and  conditions 
generally  poorer  than  in  the  present  day,  and  scores  of  families 
were  starving.  Hundreds  of  men  in  Wheal  Vor  and  Greatwork 
Mines  dropped  tools  and  marched  into  Helston  carrying  a  small 
loaf  tied  to  a  pole.  They  were  met  at  the  entrance  of  the  town 
by  the  Mayor,  who  read  the  Riot  Act.  The  strikers,  however, 
sacked  no  shops,  and  did  no  damage,  although  the  inhabitants 
had  expected  the  worst,  business  men  had  put  up  their  shutters, 
and  general  terror  had  prevailed.  But  when  it  was  seen  that  the 
strikers  conducted  themselves  in  so  orderly  a  manner,  the 
tradesmen  gave  them  their  goods  with  great  liberality,  and  so 
relieved  a  serious  situation. 


The  old  adage  "  Water  is  a  good  servant,  but  a  poor 
master,"  was  well  illustrated  one  Christmas  Eve  in  the  fifth  decade 
of  last  century.     Rain  had   fallen  heavily  for  several  days,  the 
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rivers  were  all  swollen,  and  torrents  rushed  down  the  hills  with 
great  violence.  An  old  woman  named  Nancy  Trezise  was  seated 
in  her  kitchen  at  the  bottom  of  Nettle's  Hill,  when  a  sudden  rush 
of  water  flung  open  her  back  door,  and  washed  her  away  into  her 
coal -house,  when  she  was  drowned  before  she  could  be  rescued. 

±  *  *  ±  * 

The  Borough  Records  contain  the  following  extract,  dated 
September  24th,  1780: — 

"  William  Skues  and  Richard  Thomas  were  appointed 
and  sworn  Breadweighers  and  Examiners  of  Weights 
and  Measures  within  the  said  Borough  for  the  year 
ensuing.     In  the  presence  of 

John  Plomer,  Town  Clerk. 


The  following  extract  is  dated  October  4th,  1785  : — 

"Samuel  Pearce  and  Samuel  Peters  were  sworn  into  the 
Office  of  Sealers  and  Searchers  of  Leather  within  the 
said  Borough  this  fourth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  five.     Before  me 

J.   Rogers,  Mayor. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Helston  has  been  celebrated  for  the  longevity  of  its 
inhabitants.  For  instance,  Dr.  Moyle  died  at  93,  Tom  Treloar 
at  93I,  Ann  Gill  at  99,  Peter  Martin,  a  sexton,  at  104,  and  many 
others  at  similar  ages. 

*  *  *  *  * 

There  is  an  old  Crusaders'  Cross  at  St.  Johns,  near  Mr. 
Reed's  works. 

*  *  *  *  * 

It  is  said  that  Helston  was  the  first  town  in  the  kingdom 
to  be  lit  with  gas.     Other  towns  were  making  preparations  at 


the    same    time,    but    as    Helston    was    the    smallest    town    its 
preparations  were  completed  first.     The  date  given  is  1803. 

+  +  +  +  + 

Many  and  famous  are  the  sons  of  Helston.  Some  of  them 
are  mentioned  in  other  connections  in  various  parts  of  the  book. 
Others  include  :  — 

Henry  Trengrouse,  inventor  of  the  Rocket  Apparatus, 
over  which  he  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money  that 
have  never  been  acknowledged.  It  is  said  that  at  first  this 
invention  was  so  little  understood,  that,  in  the  case  of  a 
foreign  vessel,  the  members  of  the  crew  would  become 
alarmed,  and  make  no  effort  to  save  themselves,  saying  it 
was  as  well  to  die  by  drowning  as  by  being  shot  ! 

Nicholas  Williams,  inventor  and  patentee  of  various 
engineering  and  agricultural  appliances,  the  last  being 
the  improved  Rock  Drill. 

Thomas  Eva,  builder  of  Godrevy  Lighthouse,  Boscawen 
Bridge,  Truro,  and  the  Helston  Monument. 

John  Wood,  who  built  a  lighthouse  near  Bahia,  in 
Brazil,  after  three  others  had  failed. 

John  Reed,  builder  of  the  Corporation  Hall,  Melbourne, 
Australia. 

James  Cunnack.  botanist,  discoverer  of  the  specimens 
Trifolium  hybridum,  Oenothera  biennis,  Gnaphalium  sylva- 
tieum,  Polygonatum  multiflorum,  Lemna  trisulca,  Polypogon 
monspeliensis,  Phegopteris  Dryopteris.  Mr.  Cunnack  had 
many  fine  specimens,  to  see  which  Sir  John  Lubbock  (Lord 
Avebury)  and  Grant  Allen  called.  Mr.  Cunnack  is  also 
mentioned  by  name  in  Grant  Duff's  volume,  "  Notes  on  an 
Indian  Journey." 
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Richard  Cunnack,  mathematician  and  chemist,  and 
inventor  of  an  explosive. 

Richard  Gundry  Rows,  j.p.,  c.a.,  an  orator  of  no  mean 
order,  Chairman  of  the  Cornwall  Education  Committee, 
and  mainly  responsible  for  the  new  Secondary  Schools 
throughout  the  County. 

The  Rev.  Bryan  Dale,  m.a,  one  of  the  first  Masters  of 
Arts  in  the  University  of  London. 

Sir  Thomas  Henry  Holland,  k.c.i.e.,  d.sc,  f.r.s., 
Professor  of  Geology  in  the  Victoria  University  of  Man- 
chester ;  formerly  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Civil 
Service  of  India. 

Eton  Faning,  mus.  doc,  the  famous  composer. 

John  Gundry,  algebraist,  one  of  the  first  to  employ 
Horner's  Synthetic  Method  of  Division. 

James  Buller,  one  of  the  pioneer  missionaries  to  New- 
Zealand,  in  which  country  is  a  river  named  after  him. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Boaden,  first  President  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Thomas  Treloar,  whose  obituary  notice  contained  the 
statement  that  he  was  employed  in  one  office  longer  than 
any  other  man  in  England.  For  over  80  years  he  was  a 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Grylls,  Hill  and  Hill. 


Although  not  born  in  Helston,  Samuel  Drew,  m.a.,  resided 
in  our  Borough  for  many  years.  He  was  a  metaphysician,  and 
his  published  works  include  the  "  Essay  on  the  Immateriality  and 
Immortality  of  the  Soul,"  "On  the  Identity  and  Resurrection  of 


the  Human  Body,''    "The  Being  and   Attributes  of  the  Deity," 
and  many  others.     He  was  buried  in  the  Helston  Churchyard. 

+  *  +  +  + 

One  of  the  scenes  in  Kingsley's  work,  "  Hereward  the 
Wake,''  is  laid  at  Gweek.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Kingsley 
was  a  pupil  at  the  Helston  Grammar  School. 

TheWoolcombing  business  of  Dennis  Reed  was  successfully 
carried  on  at  St.  Johns,  until  50  years  ago,  under  the  direction  of 
Joshua  Stephens  as  foreman,  until  the  introduction  of  powerful 
machinery  at  Bradford  and  other  big  centres  of  industry  made  it 
impracticable.  Steel  combs,  each  about  one  foot  long,  passing 
through  the  wool  several  times,  gave  it  a  soft  silky  appearance. 
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